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Pursue peace
with everyone,
and the holiness
without which
no one will see
the Lord.
Hebrews 12:14, NRSV

One more
bridge to cross

Viola on another outing, at
Cape May, New Jersey.

In June of 1993, a
resident of Paxton
Street Home, Harrisburg, Pa., made an adventurous walk across the Brooklyn Bridge—in New York City. It
wasn't one of the young people who
seem to have energy to spare. It was the oldest resident, Viola Olinger!
At 87 years old, Viola was at the time not only Paxton Street's
most senior resident, she was a real blessing to the home. Her
loving, gentle ways, sharp mind, and Christian character make
her a pleasure to be around.
Several months earlier, she had seen a television documentary
on the Brooklyn Bridge, and that sparked her interest in wanting
to walk across it. She mentioned that as one of her goals in a
birthday biography done for each resident. Lou Astuto, Director
of Operations, is from Brooklyn, and when he read her biography, he felt he just had to help her realize this goal.
So on June 22 Lou, his wife Ann Marie, and Viola went to

Brooklyn where they
met Viola's granddaughter, Judy Marley, of Harrisburg. They had a wonderful, leisurely stroll,
taking in the sights of the
city. Then Ann Marie's
brother-in-law and sister,
Carlos and Leonora Ortiz of Church of the Rock Brethren in
Christ in Brooklyn, picked them up on the Manhattan side of the
bridge. The Patriot, Harrisburg's newspaper, followed up the
event with a story in the Metro East section.
Viola has enriched many lives with her perspective on life and
tales of growing up in Indiana, where she spent many years as a
proofreader for Evangel Press. Lou was happy to do this one
thing for her in exchange for the many ways she has blessed us.

"How are you
today, Colin?" I asked.
Four-year-old Colin
replied, "I'm looking
for Aunt Olive." "And
why are you looking
for Aunt Olive?" I further questioned. "I'm
going to sit with her in
church today."
It was a usual Sunday morning at the Stayner Brethren in
Christ Church. I already saw Olive leaving the Sunday school
class with about eight or ten toddlers in tow.
Olive Sheffer has been teaching preschoolers for about 25
years. Each summer she thinks she'll give it up, but come
September she can't. She truly enjoys her ministry.
A routine and a genuine interest are two reasons why the
children love Olive. She makes it a point to invite the whole family for a visit to her home sometime throughout the year. Olive
remembers each child's birthday with a gift.
In class they sing, play games, act out Bible stories, and have
prayer—which is a must, says Olive. At prayer time they give
prayer requests for such simple things as an "owie" on the finger. Occasionally a child will pray.
Olive is firm but kind. "No" means "no." She has a good balance between teaching and listening.
Some toddlers take longer than others to adjust to being away
from their mothers, but Olive seems to know how to get their
attention away from their problem. Soon they stop crying. It isn't
many Sundays before they make a straight line from the main
entry directly to the class. Olive is usually there on time to greet
them and sometimes has a treat or surprise.
Teaching Sunday school isn't the only thing Olive does.
Along with her husband Dale, they look after the church facili-

ties. It is rather difficult to find a speck of dirt anywhere from
washrooms to sanctuary, but then, who's looking? This job is
taken seriously and you can count on them for anything that
needs to be done.
Olive and Dale have a busy life. They operate a farm. Olive
often helps in the fields. Her other activities include quilting, gardening, volunteering for Red Cross, and helping others who
need a hand. She has also helped with the Bible quiz team at
church, and Dale is one of the trustees. He also fashions wooden toys for the children. They have two sons, one of which still
lives at home.
Olive and Dale are very much in demand and an asset to the
Stayner Church.

Just after Thanksgiving last fall, Viola moved from Paxton Street
Home to Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa. This article was submitted by Pete Cafarchio, a member of the staff of Paxton Street Home.

Olive and Dale Sheffer are members of the Stayner (Ontario)
Brethren in Christ Church. The author of this article is Jean Swalm,
Duntroon, Ontario.

"Special People" profiles a wide variety of
Brethren in Christ members of all ages and
from all walks of life.
You are invited to submit a short article about
some "Special Person" you would like to introduce to Visitor readers. Articles should be typewritten, preferably 300-400 words, and must
have the approval of the person being profiled.
If your article is accepted for publication, we
will contact you to secure a photo for publication (which will be returned).
Mail your article to Evangelical Visitor,
P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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DIDN'T KNOW if we were having an
earthquake or just what was happening," said Mrs. Barb Baer, Fayetteville, Pa. She had been in the basement
doing her wash earlier, but when the
explosion occurred, Barb was sitting in
her living room. As she sat brushing her
hair, there was a deafening noise and the
house began to shake.
Tippy the dog began barking. He bit at
her ankles as she made her way to the
basement door. She hesitantly opened the
door—turned on the light—and could not
believe her eyes.
There had been a small amount of
water seeping into her basement earlier
when she was washing clothes. She
wasn't too concerned about it but decided to call her husband Ron at work. He
thought it best to come home to disconnect the washer and dryer. Then everything would be safe. After all it was just
a little water —no big problem—then.
But what Barb saw now was more
than a big problem. It was a nightmare!
Tons of mud and water were flooding her
basement. An extra refrigerator usually
sitting along the back wall was jammed
against the basement stairs. The steering
wheel of a riding lawn mower was barely showing above the mud. The basement
wall was gone.
Well, almost gone. Two rows of
blocks were left hanging. Their weight
pulled the kitchen floor down, leaving a
gap between the floor and the wall.
Approximately six feet of Barb's back
yard had slid into her basement.
This was frightening. Tears flowed
from Barb's eyes as she thanked the Lord
that no one had lost their life. She realized
that she could have been under that mud.
"I give God the credit for saving me. Just

Maundy

before it happened I was going to the
basement to get something out of a box.
Instead I found myself sitting in the living
room brushing my hair," she said.

God's people offer help
Tears were streaming down her face
as she dialed Ron's work number to tell
him about the basement. It was hard to
say the words—as she really couldn't
believe it herself yet.
Next she phoned her lay shepherds at
New Guilford, Jesse and Joanne Stoner.
When she heard her friend Joanne's voice
say, "Hello, Stoner's," reality began to
set in—her house was falling apart—she
had no insurance—and she didn't know
what to do. She began to cry even harder.
"We'll be right there," Joanne told her.
Living only a short distance away, they
were there in a matter of minutes. A
phone call was then made to Fred
Rice, a deacon at New Guilford. He
soon arrived with a much needed
sump pump. As Jesse and Fred
worked on the water problem in
the basement, Joanne and Barb
joined together in prayer.
News spread fast that

Ron and Barb needed help. Church members arrived at the Baer house the next
morning. They were ready to start work,
but it was not to happen that way.
Things were too much for Ron. He
became ill and had to be taken to the hospital. He was hospitalized suffering from
stress for a couple of days before being
released. He was home recuperating,
when his wife became ill. Stress played
havoc with preexisting health problems
and she was hospitalized for a week.
It was not an easy time for Ron. He
was trying to deal with his own stress and
now his wife was in the hospital, also a
victim of stress. And his house had major
damage. People were volunteering to help
but it was just too much. Everyone needs
a person to talk to and Dave Bernhardt
was that person for Ron.
Soon both Ron and the church members were ready for some action. It was
time to dig those blocks out of the mud
and see how many they could salvage.
Preliminary work had to be done before
anyone could even think of rebuilding
the basement wall. Raymond Wingert
was contacted and soon a crew of workmen arrived at the Baer house.

Thursday..I
the day the wall went up
by Monica Hinchcliffe

But it's Maundy Thursday
Senior Pastor Robert Verno was in his
office at the church when he got a call
from Leon Burkholder. Leon offered to
coordinate the project and even knew
where he could get a backhoe donated.
He told Pastor Bob that the project could
be accomplished in approximately two
days if they could get a large enough
work crew.
As the two men talked, they agreed
that Thursday and Saturday would be the
best time to schedule the work. There was
a slight pause in the conversation and
then Leon said, "But you know it's
Maundy Thursday don't you?"
"What's the use of coming to the
church to wash feet when we can go do
the real thing? Why perform a ritual when
we have a person in the congregation who
has a real need and who can be humbly
and lovingly served?" the pastor answered.
Deacons were contacted and a decision was made to hold two Maundy Thursday services, one at the Baers' house and
one at the church.
A day to remember
Maundy Thursday, 1993, would be a
day for New Guilford to remember. The
rains finally stopped, at least for awhile.
The winter had been unusually hard.
March had come in like a lion—and
roared all month. April followed with
endless rain.
In the development where Ron and
Barb live, rain and melted snow had been
winding a path downward towards their
house. And then one day the wall came
tumbling down.
But today was Maundy Thursday, the
day the wall would be rebuilt.
Everything was ready. Six men had
salvaged what they could of the blocks.
Leon used the backhoe to dig out a trench
for the new wall.
A "come-along" was used to pull the
riding mower out of the basement. It had
been buried almost completely in the
mud. However, after it was cleaned off, it
started right away.
Supports were placed around the
house. The two rows of hanging blocks
were pulled down and the two back corners of the house were removed because
of cracked blocks.
Jane Evans and Debbie Bernhardt had
previously made a series of phone calls
asking for workmen and desserts. The
response was overwhelming. As church
members and friends of the family
arrived, they immediately started to work.
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It wasn't long before the neighborhood
was full of cars, either parked or looking
for a place to park. There was a constant
parade of cars stopping just long enough
to drop off desserts. As food arrived it
was placed on tables set up by Helping
Hands members and by deacons' wives.
Some people stayed at the Baers' to
serve the men as they stopped one by one
for a bite of supper. Others went to the
church to attend the service and to help
serve that evening meal.
A joyous ritual
Pastor Edward Boring officiated at the
footwashing service. Although the group
was small because of the absence of the
men, an excitement permeated the service.
As expected the workers' wives and
senior citizens were present. But it was a
large group of youth that created the
excitement. It was a first-time experience
for most of them. It was a time for them
to learn and to experience for themselves
a joyous ritual that has been a tradition for
generations, originating at the last supper.
Youthful eyes looked around, wanting to see and to understand everything.
Quietly questions were asked and
answers given. There was a bit of shyness
and embarrassment when shoes and socks
were taken off. And then as they either
washed someone else's feet or had their
own feet washed, a look of wonderment
came over their faces. One girl whis-

pered, "I didn't want to stop." Her words
echoed the thoughts of many.
A mother and daughter, a grandmother and granddaughter—sat side by side—
joy shining from their faces—together at
a footwashing ceremony—what a privilege—a tradition carried on—glorifying
God by serving others. And they were
together.
The spirit of those gathered in the
Lord's house was joyous.
And the excitement and spirit of those
serving the Lord at the Baers' was equally joyous. With one pastor at the church,
New Guilford's other two pastors were at
the Baers'.
There was mud everywhere
Pastor Bob, covered with a dusting of
cement mix and sand, had just the right
touch for making mortar—what the men
called "mud." It was a bit of a joke when
the men called for "Mud, more mud."
Each time the call was heard, chuckles
and comments soon followed. For everywhere anyone looked there was mud, the
real icky, gooey kind. Mud was underfoot, smeared on clothing, on shoes and
on the tools. And if that wasn't enough,
tons of mud were in the Baers' basement.
But when the three men who were laying
blocks called for "mud" the fellows
chuckled and Pastor Larry Dillon hopped
to it. His job was to deliver "mud."
Men were every where... all with a job
to do...and doing it efficiently. Inside the
basement, a work crew was shoveling the
real mud. There was only one
place to put it and that was
back outside where it
belonged. So they were
throwing it out over the new
wall which grew higher and
higher. Somehow they avoided splattering the men who
were working outside.
There were so many joyful hearts and eager hands at
the Baers' that the work was
A
being completed more quickjf _ ,,J
ly than anyone had imagined.
The spirit of serving was a
joyous one. Quitting time
came...and went. The men
didn't want to stop...so they
didn't.
And Maundy Thursday
was the day the wall went up.
Monica Hinchcliffe is the
Visitor correspondent for the
New Guilford Brethren in Christ
Church in Chambersburg, Pa.
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Bill and Mary live directly
across the street from me. They are
a great couple—everything you
could ask for in a neighbor, and then
some. If Bill and Mary were to submit a life situation resume, it might
look something like the following:
• Both are college educated.
• Bill works long hours as a manager of computer operations
with a local school board.
• Mary is a stay-at-home mom
with two children, but she also
operates her own business out
of the home.
• They are both active in the
community network, she particularly through her work with
the neighborhood association.
• They are a solid middle-class
family with two cars in the
drive, a four bedroom fully
detached home, and a cottage
to escape to in the summertime.
And while Bill and Mary were
raised in Catholic homes, they
attend church only at Christmas and
Easter, and to the best of my knowledge are in need of a saving relationship with Jesus Christ.
Pete lives in Oakville, but I've
never been to his residence. He lives
in a different part of town. I've
talked with Pete numerous times
and realize his life cuts a very different path than does Bill or Mary's. If
he were to submit a life situation
resume, it might look something like
the following:
• Pete has not completed his high
school education.
• He is unemployed, with a pattern of irregular employment in
low paying jobs over the last
number of years.
• He is divorced with three children, all who live with their
mother.
• Regular assistance is received
from the Salvation Army.

Confessions
of a middleclass pastor
by Craig Sider

• Pete would be considered solidly lower-class with no car in the
drive, a low-rent apartment,
and no place to escape to in the
summer.
Pete too was raised in a Catholic
home, and though he attended
church for awhile a number of years
ago, to the best of my knowledge he
is in need of a saving relationship
with Jesus Christ.
Now, who is my neighbor?

It really is most natural for me to
identify Bill and Mary as my neighbors. Why? The simple answer
would be because they live next
door to me. But the greater reason
probably is they are a lot like me.
Our levels of education are similar,
we are both married with kids, we
both work in white collar professions, we have two cars in the
drive...and a partridge in a pear tree.
Our worlds are very similar. So I
find it easy to relate to them. We
borrow sugar, eggs, and baking
powder from each other. We talk to
each other while we stand on each
other's lawns. In a couple of weeks
Laura and I are scheduled to be over
at their house on a Saturday evening

for a social evening with their
neighbors.
Bill and Mary are a couple that I
long to see come to faith in Christ. I
pray for them daily that they will
trust Jesus Christ and I pray daily
that I will be used by God to impact
their lives for him.
But Pete's my neighbor too—and
honestly, that's hard for me. We
seem to have very little in common.
Oakville, the community in which I
live, has the second highest average
income of any community in Canada. And in Oakville, the lines are
drawn between rich and poor, educated and uneducated, white and
color. Pete and I don't naturally
move in the same circles. We don't
have the same interests, nor share
some of the same values. I'm not
naturally drawn to his world.
But I can't get away from the fact
that Scripture would call Pete my
neighbor. In the story commonly
known as the Good Samaritan (Luke
10), Jesus poignantly gives a vivid
reminder that "neighbor" is not so
much a term of proximity and similarity, as it is a term to identify one
who reaches into someone else's
life.
Evangelical Visitor

Both Bill and Mary, and Pete are
people in need of the gospel of
Christ. And I have a responsibility
to both.
Points to ponder

1. My sphere of influence needs
to include the poor and hurting.
My personal passion is evangelism and, honestly, I move most
comfortably in middle class suburbia. I sense that evangelism was the
Apostle Paul's passion as well. In
Galatians, Paul talks about being
sent by the pillars of the Christian
community to take the gospel to the
Gentiles. And he makes a statement
that just struck me recently. "All
they asked, [referring to the leaders
in the church] was that we should
continue to remember the poor, the
very thing I was eager to do."
It's rather easy for me to keep my
sphere of influence restricted to
non-Christians who are quite a bit
like me. Yet Scripture challenges me
to work with the poor, the hurting,
the broken in some capacity. That
often means stretching outside of
my comfort zone and moving into
someone else's world.
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Ed Dobson,
pastor of Calvary Church in
Grand Rapids,
Michigan, was
an influential
member of Moral
Majority in the
1980s. He tells of
his personal journey
in moving beyond
preaching and praying.
To demonstrate God's
love he feels
compelled to step
into the world of
AIDS victims with
the love of Christ {Leadership Journal, Spring 1993).
Expanding my sphere of influence means being open to people
and groups unlike me.
2. Being a neighbor will often
include more than praying.
The high value of prayer is quite
clear throughout the pages of Scripture. E.M. Bounds said, "When faith
ceases to pray, it ceases to live." We
definitely ought to pray for the hurting, poor, and broken in our communities and world.
Yet the Apostle James might add,
"When faith ceases to act, it ceases
to live." And the Apostle John
wrote, "If anyone sees his brother in
need, but has no pity on him, how
can the love of God be in him?"
I find it too easy to "only pray"
for those who are poor and broken,
and more difficult "to act." That
statement is not to undervalue
prayer, but to highly value prayer
and action. Given my personal passion for evangelism, I value prayer
for the lost, but I know it can't stay
there; it takes prayer and action. So
too with those outside my middleclass world. So the questions flow:
• Do I make it a point in my
prayer life to pray for the hurt-

ing, the poor, the victims of
society?
• Where in my day-to-day life is
there room for contact with the
Petes of my community? Do I
plan for it?
At this point the questions flow
more easily than answers, but I am
challenged by them.
3. God has given all of us different passions.
Billy Graham's passion is evangelism. James Dobson's is for the
family. Josh McDowell's passion is
Christian apologetics. And Mother
Teresa's passion is for the poor. God
has accomplished much for his
kingdom by "wiring us up" differently.
On the one hand, it is easy for me
to assume that my passion should be
everyone else's. On the other hand,
it's easy to conclude that someone
else's passion shouldn't be mine.
Yet passions in a particular area
shouldn't be seen as an elimination
of responsibility. Not all of us will
have a full-time calling to work with
the poor, or the disadvantaged, or
the victims. However, Scripture
makes it clear that all of us are
called to involvement at some level.
I used to naively (sinfully) think that
my call to church planting in
wealthy Oakville was a call not to
minister to the poor. Not so!
Back to Bill and Mary, and Pete.
None of them knows Christ and they
are equally in need of a saving relationship with a living, dynamic,
communicating God. And I have a
growing sense that I have a responsibility to both—both are my neighbors!

Craig Sider is senior pastor of the Upper
Oaks Community Church in Oakville, Ont.
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A lesson in
loving our
enemies
by J. Ralph Wenger

My father was in partnership with
another neighbor in ownership of the
machinery used to fill silos. In those
days the task of filling silos required
many strong men. His outfit filled
about 20 silos each fall of the year.
One day while filling silo at a neighbor's farm after the noon meal, Father
was preparing his machinery for the
afternoon work when he realized that
two of the young men were in a fierce
fight. My father called the two men off
each other.
The injured man was overheard to
have made a derogatory remark about
the other young man's mother. In calling off the fight, my father was accused
of siding with the man who supposedly
made the remarks.
My father tried to explain that he
was just concerned about the two men
injuring each other and was not making
any statement by this action. However
the family, who for the sake of
anonymity we will call the Smith family, turned against my father in this matter. The mother especially refused to
talk to my father.
We children walked one mile to
school with the Smith children. They
were told not to walk or talk with us.
Former bishop J. Ralph Wenger pastors
the Ontario, Calif, congregation. He writes
of his father, Milton R. Wenger, a farmer who
lived in the Chambersburg/Greencastle area
of Pa., and served as deacon of the Antrim
congregation for many years.
8

Before that time, we always
considered the Smiths to be the best of
friends. Of course this caused some
anxiety on our part as children. Coming
home from school that day, I can
remember telling our parents with emotion and excitement about this situation. Our parents had not told us about
the incident because they thought we
didn't need to know about it.
Now, realizing that we were
involved in the feud, they instructed us
how we should respond. I think it was
more instruction than process, but they
did allow us to give input as to how we
should respond as Christians. They
taught us to love and pray for those
who misunderstood us.
We agreed that we would try to be
friends with and polite to the Smith
children. Wisely our parents forewarned us that they might not respond
kindly. We needed to understand that.
The real dynamic part of the lesson

came from my father's reactions. We delivered our milk to the
same creamery as the Smiths did. Mrs.
Smith always delivered their milk.
When any woman brought milk to the
creamery (as my mother did when my
father was busy in the harvest), a
farmer who was also delivering his own
milk would unload her cans and place
them on the conveyor which took them
into the creamery.
The Smiths hauled their milk in an
old car. This served several good purposes. It kept the milk out of the hot sun
in the summer and helped keep the milk
cans clean from dust and dirt.
Since the milk was delivered in a
car, Mrs. Smith was very close to the
farmer who unloaded her milk cans for
her. I saw my father unload her cans
day after day. He would open the car
door opposite the driver's side, and in
doing so would say, "Good morning,
Evangelical Visitor

Mrs. Smith." She would not talk to or
even look at him.
You can imagine what the other
farmers said about her actions. Some
of their remarks were not so complimentary of the female sex. But my
father paid no attention to them. He
would unload her milk cans time after
time and each time would speak courteously to her. I often wondered why he
didn't listen to the other men. The fact
that my father never responded in kind
to these farmers' comments impressed
me.
This kindness and silence went on
for some time, possibly more than a
year. By the way, after awhile the
school children forgot their differences.
We were talking and having fun again
while the adults were still acting out
their standoff.
Then came a day I can still see in my
mind's eyes. The country mail carrier
drove his car into our farmyard with a
rush and called to my father, "Mr.
Wenger, will you come quickly and
help me! One of the Smith children is
caught in a farm implement and I can't
free her!" My father got into the postman's automobile and together they
hurried down the road to the field
where the child was entrapped. They
were able to free the child, after which
Father and Mother took her to the doctor for a medical examination. (The
parents of the Smith child were not at
home at the time of the accident.)
Later, my parents delivered the child
home safely with only minor cuts and
bruises. Soon after, it was as if a miracle had taken place. The Smith family
turned completely around, and we were
back on friendly terms again. They
couldn't thank my father enough for
his help.
The result was that most of that family turned to the Lord. I believe all
seven children became Christians.
From that day, their family and ours
have enjoyed many good times and fellowship together. Some of the Smith
children told my parents while they
were living that they were like a father
and mother to them. I believe it was
the godly lives of my parents that
helped their family seek the Lord and
want to follow him.
I learned that God means what he
says when he tells us to love our enemies. We are blessed by being obedient
to the Lord no matter what others say. I
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can well afford to endure being misunderstood when I do what is right and
leave the results in God's hands.
This was a great lesson to a boy of
about seven years of age. I am grateful
to the Lord that my parents modeled

the way of peace and righteousness for
me. It has caused me to want to model
this kind of living to others as I seek to
serve my Lord.
•
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Chaplain leaves U.S. Army,
decides to love his enemies
In March of 1992, U.S. Army chaplain Richard Davis, wanting information
on the historic peace churches, contacted
New Call to Peacemaking, a cooperative
program of Brethren, Friends, and Mennonites. Davis, a chaplain for more than
10 years, was beginning the formal process of terminating his position, having
reached the conclusion that military participation was contradictory to the gospel
of Jesus Christ.
Several months later, Davis and his
wife spent a weekend with John K. Stoner and his wife at their home in Akron,
Pa. The Stoners are members of the Lancaster (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church
and John is coordinator for New Call to
Peacemaking. This interview was conducted during that visit.
Stoner: What led to your decision to
become an Army chaplain?
Davis: A number of reasons. A
friend's encouragement, a denomination which supported my tentative
inquiries, the financial needs of a young
seminarian/pastor, and so on.
However, the unconscious reason
was the need to be accepted and
approved by a system which supported
"traditional values."
Many adult children of alcoholics,
or ACOAs, have such needs. My father
was an alcoholic. The military attracts
ACOAs because it, too, approves of
perfectionistic behavior.
Stoner: What were the church influences which shaped your thinking
about violence, the Christian and the
state?
Davis: I do not recall my denominational college or seminary directly
addressing the nonviolent nature of
Christian discipleship. When Christian
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Former U.S. Army chaplain
Richard Davis and his wife
pacifism was discussed, it was within a
climate which discounted the political
and social nature of Jesus' nonviolent
reaction to his enemies.
The prevalent thinking valued a
responsible Christian citizen. Indeed, a
responsible Christian would go to war
reluctantly and with some spiritual
reservation but, nevertheless, would
fight in a "just" war.
Stoner: Did you attend a school for
army chaplains?
Davis: I attended the Basic Officer
Chaplains Course in January 1977. This
course trains seminary graduates to be
military chaplains and indoctrinates
them with the technical and tactical
skills they will need for ministry in garrison and on the battlefield. They are
exposed to weapons demonstrations
which vividly reveal the destructiveness of different weapons. I was actually encouraged to fire an M16 rifle.
It has been my experience that noncommissioned officers and some corn-

missioned officers do not
know that chaplains are noncombatants.
In 1986 I attended the
advanced course for army
chaplains. This taught warfighting doctrine of the
American and Soviet armies,
supervision and other duties
similar to those of any midlevel manager. Although by
this time I was growing tired
of studying war, I did complete the course.

I finally decided to take loving
my enemies seriously since the
Bible did.. .After much prayer
and many discussions with my
wife, I decided to stop supporting
a violent system that kills its
enemies rather than loves them.

Stoner: How many years were you a
chaplain? What were your duties and
where did you serve?
Davis: I was commissioned in
November 1977 in the United States
Army Reserve and was an active duty
chaplain for 10-plus years. My duties
were pastoral and I often had a chapel
congregation.
As a battalion and brigade chaplain,
I was the primary adviser to the commander on all matters involving religion, ethics and morale as affected by
religion.
As a staff chaplain, my primary
responsibility was to develop and
implement, after command approval,
the Command Master Religious Program. This was the commander's religious program which the chaplain
develops. It is intended to support the
commander's mission. I performed this
type of work in assignments in California, New Jersey and Germany.
Stoner: Why did you begin to question your role as a military chaplain?
Davis: In 1989 the Army chaplaincy
sent me to the Divinity School at Duke
University to get a master's in theology
in pastoral psychology. I chose Christian ethics as my minor.
This proved to be a turning point.
The book which troubled me the most
was John Howard Yoder's The Politics
of Jesus. Influenced by Dr. Stanley
Hauerwas, Dr. Paul Mickey and fellow
students, I reevaluated my belief in the
just war theory and concluded that
state-sanctioned killing was morally
wrong.
A logical extension of that led me to
believe that I, as a noncombatant chaplain, was in direct support of state
killing.
In 1989 God began troubling me
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over how I have spiritualized my interpretation of the Bible's teaching on loving enemies. I finally decided to taking
loving my enemies seriously since the
Bible did.
After I left Duke I was assigned to
the U.S. Army Chaplain Center and
School at Fort Monmouth, N.J., and
taught pastoral care and counseling.
That was my last assignment.
After much prayer and many discussions with my wife, I decided to
stop supporting a violent system that
kills its enemies rather than loves them.
I soon began the process to leave the
Army as a conscientious objector.
Stoner: How did the military react
to your becoming a C. O. ?
Davis: They sidestepped the issue.
After receiving my C O . request for discharge in February 1992, the commandant of the chaplain school returned it
with directions for me to request an
unqualified resignation of my regular
Army commission. This is used by an
officer to resign without most accrued
benefits.
This avenue freed the chaplaincy
from having to deal with an embarrassing issue—a C O chaplain. I complied
and was released in June 1992 without
too much incident.
The next Army chaplaincy newsletter listed me as "retired." I guess they
could not bear to tell the truth about
this issue.
Stoner: What would you say freedom of religion means in the U.S. military?
Davis: Religious freedom is a battle
cry politicians and commanders use to
rally popular support for war. It also
serves as a vehicle to galvanize troop
commitment to kill for their country.

You must know that vast
amounts of time, effort and
tax dollars are used to ensure
that Protestants, Catholics,
Jews, Buddhists, and
Moslems have access to religious training and worship
experiences.

Why? Simple—most soldiers want to think that if
they are killed in the defense
of country, their eternal destiny is favorably decided.
Therefore, religious freedom,
more accurately freedom to worship, is
greatly valued at one level.
Yet, a military person does not have
the religious freedom to be a pacifist,
and at this level there is zero tolerance
for the way of peace, especially if the
way of peace retards a soldier's ability
to kill.

Stoner: You are now pastoring a
multi-cultural Baptist church. Do you
think your belief that Jesus expects his
followers to take the way of nonviolence will repel people or attract them?
Davis: I wish I knew. About 50 percent of the church membership is related to the military and I am presently
sorting out the best way to approach
peacemaking within this context.
I know this is a grand opportunity
for an ex-military chaplain to explain
the way of peace to a sub-culture I
understand so well. Currently we are
involved in a significant peacemaking
activity through our endeavor to be a
multi-cultural community of faith. I
think the next step will flow out of this
beginnin....perhaps in a Peace Mission
Group.
Stoner: In your heart of hearts, how
do you feel about your decision to leave
the military chaplaincy?
Davis: I feel redeemed. I compare
my life with Moses. He was born into a
violent world and trained by a violent
system. In that system he grew up and
it honored him. Yet God called him out
of that life.
I praise God that 1, too, was called
out. I give thanks every day that I did
not have to experience the trauma of
killing, as Moses did, and not witness
any killing before I left the military.
My feeling? I feel blessed. I feel
redeemed.
•
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MOM
by John B. Hawbaker

The Bible places a strong emphasis on inner purity and holiness.
[You were taught] to be made new in
the attitude of your minds; and to put on
the new self, created to be like God in
true righteousness and holiness.
Ephesians 4:23-24
If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:9
Since we have these promises, dear
friends, let us purify ourselves from
everything that contaminates body and
spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence
for God.
2 Corinthians 7:1
This biblical emphasis on righteousness and holiness is a theme that needs attention today. From
what I can tell, many evangelicals do a better job of
celebrating the believer's sinfulness than of celebrating God's power to cleanse from all sin.
For example, you may occasionally hear some
pastor or Christian teacher say something like this:
"Well, after all, we're all sinners, but God understands."
When I hear a statement like that, I try to be charitable toward the speaker, so I assume that the person is intending to point out God's heart of love and
compassion toward all people. But if the speaker's
intention is good, his choice of words is not. By his
careless statements he misrepresents the biblical
teaching on holiness and fails to declare God's
power to change the sinner.
In contrast to the weak and diluted message in
many pulpits today, when you return to the Word of
God, you find a strong emphasis on what God can
do in the Christian by his grace and power. The testimony of the New Testament could be expressed this
way:
"We who trust in Christ are new and different
people. Once we were sinners, but we don't go by
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that designation anymore. Now we are the children
of God, the saints, the holy ones. Once we lived in
darkness, but now we walk in the light just as our
God is in the light. We live by the righteousness of
Christ, trusting God for continuous cleansing and
fresh filling with the Holy Spirit. We freely admit
that we have not yet attained everything, so we keep
pressing forward to become all that God wants us to
be. And we constantly affirm that none of this is by
our own goodness or righteousness, but all of it is
because of God's gracious work in us through the
indwelling spirit of holiness."
Many evangelicals are so accustomed to making
allowance for constant sin in the life of the believer
that they are uncomfortable with the New Testament
accent on holiness. They are quick to cite 1 Timothy
1:15 and say, "Look, even the Apostle Paul admitted
that he was the worst of sinners." I would urge such
persons to read that verse in its context and check
their exegesis. Paul is saying, "I was once a blasphemer and violent man in that I persecuted the church,
the very body of Christ. But God saved, and
changed, even me—a clear evidence that Jesus
Christ came to save the worst of sinners." It seems
clear to me that Paul is not saying, "Even though I
am an apostle, I am now sinning more than anyone
else in the world, so if you're sinning a lot, too,
don't feel bad because that's the way we Christians
all live." I have heard some teachers use Paul's comments that very way, but for my part I cannot accept
that as a responsible handling of this passage.
The predominant emphasis of the New Testament
is that God is able to save from sin. It is my fervent
desire that every Brethren in Christ pastor, missionary, college professor, and Sunday school teacher
will declare as clearly as possible the message of
positive holiness that is found in God's Word.

John Hawbaker is bishop of the Susquehanna Regional Con
ference. This articlefirstappeared in the conference's Newsletter.
/
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General Conference

Information

General Conference is for the whole family. Activities will be provided for
all children through age 11. A $12.50 fee will be assessed each child, ages 311, for the whole conference. Their programs will parallel the daytime General Conference sessions. Several evening programs will also be available for children ages 5-11. Children ages 0-2 will have nursery service available which will parallel the daytime General Conference sessions. Nursery service will
not be available during evening sessions for
/^m^^MMl?^
children 0-4.
If you plan to attend one or both of the Conferences (Stewardship Pre-Conference event
or General Conference), fill out FORM A of
the registration blank printed in the January
issue of the Visitor. Travelers who need transportation from or back to the Harrisburg airport,
railway or bus terminals—be sure to fill out FORM B
of the registration form and send it to Jim Hess.
Note this change: As a point of clarification, all air reservations for Thursday, the last day of Conference, should be made for no earlier than an evening
time. It is likely that we will have a session on Thursday afternoon. Hopefully,
this clarification isn't too late and all departures can be adjusted accordingly.
The first Conference session is on Saturday, July 2, at 10:00 a.m. (rather than
starting early afternoon as in previous years). Registration at Conference is on
Friday evening, July 1, from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., and on Saturday from 8:00 a.m.
to 9:30 a.m. If you plan to arrive on Saturday, do your best to arrive by 8:00 a.m.
You will need time before the first session to move into your room and complete
registration.
IMPORTANT: Every man, woman, and child should register on FORM A,
including those commuting from their own homes (one exception: people
attending evening sessions only). And all persons 18 years old and over will
need to pay the registration fee, even if they are not voting members of Conference. These fees help pay some General Conference expenses; the balance
needs to be made up with Conference offerings.
When you fill out FORM A, kindly fill in all blanks which pertain to you.
Please do not use question marks; the computer will need to regard such as "no"
answers. Wait to register until you are sure of your plans (but do so before June
1, 1994).
Conference will be holding its Sunday morning worship service jointly with
the Grantham congregation. The service will be held in Brubaker Auditorium.
If you plan to attend a service in another nearby church, you are on your own
for transportation. The noon meal on Sunday is the large meal of the day. It will
be served from noon to 2:00 p.m.
The Convention Director will again be assigning space for exhibits. Please
make your request in terms of 8-foot modules. If you need an electrical outlet,
include that information with your request. To cover rental costs, kindly include
a check for $22 for each 8-foot space needed. (Make checks payable to General
Conference.)
From January to June each Visitor will have General Conference information.
You are encouraged to keep all these copies for ready reference. If you need
additional registration blanks, simply make photo copies.
For more information, contact the Convention Director, Ken Mark, 304
Berkshire Rd., Mechanicsburg PA 17055. Phone: 717-766-0403. You may
leave a recorded message at that number.
12

Evangelism Notebook

Imagine your church nursery
bustling with activity, not just Sunday, but Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.
Children happily come and go.
Nursery workers cheerfully greet
parents, welcoming them into the
brightly decorated facility. Parents
are delighted by the top quality
equipment and toys, and the loving
care their children receive.
The people who come and go
live in your community. Most
would never think just to walk into
your church on a week day, and
certainly have never been there on
a Sunday. But they have heard
about the innovative programs you
offer, so they come to check it out.
Before long the inevitable question
is asked, "What kind of a church is
this? When are your services?"
And what they mean is, "Is there
room in this church for me?" This
of course is the moment you have
been waiting for. The answer is a
resounding yes, and you explain
simply that your church has a
growing congregation, is Bible
believing, and is part of a denomination called the Brethren in
Christ.

Terry and Carol Anne Friesen are the
pastoral couple at Lakeside Community
Brethren in Christ Church in Calgary,
Alberta.
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Planting seeds for
the harvest
by Carol Anne Friesen

You share that your services are
upbeat, contemporary, and make
faith come alive in practical ways
that will help them cope with everyday pressures and concerns. Then
you offer to meet them Sunday
when they arrive, so you can sit
together and introduce them to some
new friends after the service. They
do come on Sunday and continue to
attend, finding your congregation
warm and inviting and the Sunday
morning service inspiring and relevant. After awhile, they thank you
for sponsoring the contemporary
need-meeting program through
which they were first introduced to
the church and the life-changing
person of Jesus Christ, who has now
become their Lord and Savior.
Just a figment of your imagination, you say? It doesn't have to be!
It has happened to us at Lakeside.
And it can happen in your
church—if you have a nursery and
Sunday school room vacant during
the week! My guess is most churches do. Your facilities may need some
sprucing up. But a fresh coat of
paint, some gently used toy donations, and dedicated volunteers or
staff will get you off to a great start.
Then as income is generated by your
programs, equipment can be upgraded and programs expanded. It's a
great way to meet community needs,
increase traffic flow into your
church facility and ultimately introduce people to Jesus Christ. Here's
our weekly schedule at Lakeside:
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Monday morning coffee club: an
informal get together of community
moms to chitchat, have coffee, share
an idea, discuss a current issue or
share a talent or hobby they have,
while children are cared for by the
Care-A-Lot Tot Spot Babysitting
Service (church nursery area).
Tuesday—Preschool Storytime/Playtime: 25 children in two
45-minutes classes meet weekly
while siblings enjoy a playtime in
the Tot Spot. Moms enjoy a visiting
time in our fellowship area or go out
for a walk together.
Wednesday: The public health
nurses teach a "Nobody's Perfect"
parenting class in our facility. They
make use of our child care services
while moms attend a six-week parenting course, geared to moms with

special needs or who require extra
support.
Thursday: A Lakeside Community Church Bible study meets and
again Tot Spot is kept busy with little customers whose moms attend
the study.
Friday: Our "drop-off morning"!
Moms may leave their children with
us while they get groceries, do
housework, run errands, etc. This is
the busiest morning of the week for
us and gives parents a much needed
break.
As well, we continue to operate
our Preschool Program five days a
week for three- and four-year-olds
in three-day or two-day classes.
Lakeside is truly a seven-day-aweek church. Your church can be
too!
•

Imagine your church nursery bustling with
activity, not just Sunday, but Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.
Children happily come and go.
Nursery workers cheerfully greet parents,
welcoming them into the brightly decorated
facility. Parents are delighted by the top
quality equipment and toys, and
the loving care their children receive.
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Calcutta!
Calcutta!
by Ed van Straten

Brethren in Christ and Mennonites
from around the world will meet January 7-12, 1997, on the campus of St.
Thomas school in Calcutta (India).
Visits to local congregations will be
part of the whole experience—before
or after the meeting in Calcutta.
The above decision was made by
the General Council of the Mennonite World Conference (MWC). The
General Council met in the beautiful
city of Bulawayo, this year 100 years
old, in Zimbabwe.
There was a lot of discussion about
that date (early January is the best
time for Calcutta: no flooding, less
hot, fewer mosquitoes, and vacation
for the school). Some Americans had
problems with it. But representatives
from Latin America, Africa and Asia
said that now at last their young peo-

Coexistence with Muslims,
witnessing to them can be hard
The spread of Islam is Christianity's greatest challenge today,
Bedru Hussein believes. It's a
belief supported by experience. He
and other Anabaptists from countries dominated by Muslims know
the danger and intolerance Christians sometimes face in Islamic
societies.
Hussein spoke on "Christians
and Islam" at the Mennonite World
Conference General Council meeting, and others told their experiences of Christian-Muslim tension.
Paulus Widjaja of Indonesia
said that last year Muslims burned
a Mennonite church on the island
of Sumatra. It has been rebuilt with
financial help from other Muria
Synod Mennonite congregations.
"[Muslims] just don't like Christians to be there," Widjaja said. "I
don't know why. We still show
them our faith and spirit of forgiveness." Indonesia is 87 percent
Muslim and 10 percent Christian.
Abdi Duale, a young Somali
Mennonite, is part of an even small14

er minority. His homeland is
almost purely Muslim. For the past
year and a half he has lived in
Nairobi, Kenya. When one of his
cousins learned Duale was a Mennonite, the cousin wrote to him, "If
you come back to Somalia, I will
be the first one to shoot you."
Duale puts it simply: "It is difficult to be a Christian in Somalia."
But he plans to go back, even if
the war there does not stop.
In Hussein's presentation on
Islam to the General Council delegates, he said Christians need to
understand Islam in order to witness to Muslims. In Africa, Muslims outnumber Christians 175
million to 150 million, and their
numbers are growing.
"Islam is a missionary religion,
just like Christianity," Hussein said.
"Many Muslims are evangelical
about their faith. They are wiser in
their witness than many of us."
Muslims dream of a worldwide
empire, he said. They do not separate the sacred from the secular.

ple would be able to come—at least
as far as the time of year is concerned.
They have long vacations after
Christmas, but not in July.
Also in other respects representatives from those parts of the world
urged for equity and mutuality, representing more than half the Mennonite
and Brethren in Christ membership
of MWC. They were very friendly
but also very determined in formulating the objections they feel, especially concerning the American mission
boards, but more in general the
whites' tendency to know everything
better and to attach strings of their
own invention to their donations.
The meeting of the General Council appears to have been a big success. With great pleasure we surrendered unconditionally to the engag-

Therefore they believe everyone in
a nation with a Muslim majority
should be governed by Islamic law.
Wealthy Islamic countries are aiding Muslim expansion by using oil
money to strengthen developing
Islamic states. An alliance called
the Organization of the Islamic
Conference has 46 member nations.
Christian evangelization of Muslims can build on common elements in the faiths, Hussein said.
Muslims worship the one God but
do not believe in the Trinity nor in
Jesus' divinity. "When a Muslim
becomes a Christian his God
remains the same, though his
understanding and approach to that
same God changes," he said.
"Our witness can include teachings such as the God of creation,
revelation and the judgment to
come. They believe in all of these."
Talking about the commonalities
and making friendships can build
the foundation for witnessing to
Muslims that salvation comes only
through faith in Christ. The fundamental principle of witness, he
said, is to "let them see the love of
Christ in us."—by Paul Schrag, for
Meetinghouse.
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ing African way of singing. The wellmixed small discussion groups functioned extremely well and everybody
chatted with everybody.
The theme introductions, too, were
good. Special was the conflict resolution workshop by Ron Kraybill. For
four years he has lived and worked in
Capetown (South Africa). He has succeeded in getting officers of the police
force together for a five-day workshop. They had never learned anything but to shoot right away. That
talking could be an option came as a
revelation. But we, too, learned a lot.
We practiced on the case of the janitor
who was on his way to be sacked by
the chairperson of a church committee—something many of us recognized. Likewise we recognized the
comment by our Philippine brother
about the chairman or bishop who
never wants to step down.
We did a lot of hard work. From 8
a.m. to 8:30 p.m. we listened to
English in sometimes exotic pronunciation. We ourselves had to speak
English all the time (or German in the
European caucus), intermixed at times
with some Indonesian or French.
A lot of thought is still needed
about the form and theme of Assembly 13 in Calcutta, though there are
some ideas already. But it goes without saying that the Indian brothers
and sisters will have a final say. In
any case I hope we'll experience
there, like here in Bulawayo, that
"church" is both a local and a worldwide movement.
The author is a vice president of Mennonite
World Conference. This article first appeared
last fall in the Algemeen Doopsgezind Weekblad.

MCC East Africa Alumni
An MCC East Coast Africa Reunion
will be held July 1-3, 1994, at the Laurelville (Pa.) Mennonite Church Center. Please place this date on your calendar. Program and registration information will be available soon. If you
wish more information on the reunion
or can provide information on updated
addresses, contact Ruth Detweiler, 222
North 11th St., Akron, PA 17501.
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The gift of
rocks
by Audry B. Eberhard

The day was my birthday. I knew it would be unlike any other
birthday I'd ever experienced, because we were making our second
trip to La Guaruma (the first had been a great trial for me, kind of a
baptism in tears). We knew the road was one of the worst we have to
travel to get to our churches. We had the privilege of traveling with
Jack and Trudy McClane who were getting acquainted with the work
in Honduras.
One thing there is no shortage of here is rocks. Honduras has lots
of rocky, very rugged mountains. For the past two days we had been
bouncing over rocks for hours at a time. Paul had the wonderful job
of driving and deciding which rocks to hit and which to miss.
On this particular day we encountered many washouts and mud
slides. We were grateful to get to the places in which rocks had been
used to fill in the washouts.
Shortly before arriving at Yolanda Herrera's mother's house, there
is a river of considerable size. With all the heavy rains we had gotten
the week before there was some question about how high it was.
Many of the Hondurans felt it was crossable and even called it "dry,"
meaning "not too bad." But we knew we needed to check it out for
ourselves, and in the end it was determined not to try and cross it.
Now the goal was to get back over the worst of the road before dark
or before more rains came. My body already felt like a punching bag
and it did not look forward to the bumpy ride back.
Things were going well until we had to go up a clay covered hill
with exceptionally few rocks. The Land Cruiser started spinning and
sliding closer and closer to a large ditch in the middle of the road.
With Jack outside directing and Trudy and I inside praying, we finally spun our way up the hill. We realized that, though they are the
source of bumps and jolts, rocks are a great blessing when one is in
need of traction.
Next time you are on a rocky road, or your child brings you a collection of rocks (as our Anna likes to do) remember that they are a
great gift to your missionaries in Honduras. Everything God has created has a purpose, we just need to remember to look at each thing in
a positive light. It's very easy to find the negative when you are getting bumped around in life, but you need to remind yourself of the
positive also.
My birthday was different from any other birthday before. I was
tired and sore. But the Lord used Trudy McClane to help me find the
positive aspect of things like rocks, and to learn a valuable lesson. I
believe that's something we need to constantly work on our Christian
lives. May the Lord help us be teachable servants, servants who give
thanks for a birthday present like rocks.

Audry and Paul Eberhard serve with Brethren in Christ Missions in Honduras.
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od at work /ft our world
United
Rebecca Garver—Caracas, Venezuela
I have been using the November
month-of-prayer booklet and enjoying it
again this year. I enjoy the readings and
directions for thinking about that particular reading. I also enjoy praying for the
various requests. Thinking about the
many other Brethren in Christ people
who are praying for those same requests
the same day as I am brings me a greater
sense of unity with my brothers and sisters. The thought prompters are good in
that they bring into focus the Brethren in
Christ point of view; it's a bit like having
a denominational devotional guide for the
month. I have also found them inspiring
and right on the mark with what I needed
for that particular day or week. I was particularly challenged by the reading and
thought for Day 18: Romans 6:15-23,
"Consider what it means to be a 'slave' to
God and his purposes." As you know
missionaries often are afflicted with
doubts as to calling, effectiveness and
sacrifice, and those were some of my

Beginning MCC
assignment in
Burkina Faso
Laurie A. Rempel of Kitchener, Ont.,
is beginning a three-year MCC assignment in Ouagodougou, Burkina Faso,
where she will serve as a youth reconciliation worker.
Rempel
is
studying for a
bachelor's degree
in sociology from
the University of
Waterloo (Ont.).
Rempel was last
employed as a
housekeeper for a
disabled gentleman.
She is a member of Westheights
Brethren in Christ Church in Kitchener.
Her parents are Hilda and Victor Remple
of Kitchener.
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questions that day. I found myself bowing
before my King and reasserting my commitment and desire to serve him and his
purposes and not my own.
A few days after that experience we
received news that some dear missionary
friends (not Brethren in Christ) whom we
had met during language school had
decided to call it quits and go home. This
of course is very saddening. But at the
same time we realize that we often walk
that same line between hanging on and
deciding we aren't cut out for this work.
We credit the many prayers of God's
people for keeping us here, inspired to
continue on.

Challenges
Dennis Barlow—Mtshabezi Mission Hospital, Zimbabwe
We have various types of challenges
which cause us to rely on the Lord. I will
mention just two of the patients we have
seen this week.
One young man, the acting chief for
this area, was brought in late one night
with a high fever and confusion. On evaluation, I was unable to determine the
cause at that time. The next morning his
family insisted on taking him to the nyanga (traditional healer/witchdoctor). About
two weeks later the nyanga brought him
back to the hospital because he was
unable to cure him. At that point a chest
X-ray showed pneumonia, which I was
able to show to the nyanga on the film,
and within a few days we had determined
that the man had tuberculosis. He is now
on treatment and is much improved.
While we don't agree with the basic philosophy of the nyangas, who often use
spirit divination in their treatments, I am
glad that we can communicate and that
they don't discourage patients from coming to us. In fact, there are a number who
have been treated here themselves.
Another patient was a woman who
needed to have a caesarian section. Dr.
Kirk gave the spinal injection for anesthesia, and we were preparing to start
surgery when the nurse noticed that the
patient had stopped breathing. In fact, her
heart had also stopped. We quickly started resuscitation measures. Within a few
minutes her heart rate and blood pressure
were acceptable so that we were able to
do the operation as planned. The baby

was O.K., but it took several days before
the mother recovered from what appeared
to be an anaphylactic reaction to the anesthetic agent. The doctors did a lot of praying in those initial minutes and in the
days that followed.
We are fortunate to have Dr. Malcolm
Kirk, who came to replace Ian Stell, with
us until the end of May. He is finding
some new challenges here. The other day
I found him in the doctors' office taking
a picture of the books on our bookshelf.
He wanted a picture of our "consultant
staff to show his colleagues when he
gets home. In addition to our "consultant
staff on the bookshelf, we often approach the Lord in prayer for wisdom and
strength. I believe that the good results
we see are not only due to our own
knowledge and skills; the Lord often
gives help beyond our abilities.

Studying again
Jay Smith—London, England
I have taken up my Arabic studies
once again with vigor this year at SOAS
(School for Oriental and African Studies). Believe me, it is much better the second time around. I have been asked to
help a number of the students in the class
each week with their grammar, which has
brought me close to several Muslim students.
The longer I am here at SOAS the
more I hear voices of confusion among
the Muslim students. They are really
threatened by the material which they
face in their classes concerning the
authority of their scriptures and their
prophet. I have said this before, and I am
seeing it firsthand now: authentic scholarship and orthodox Islam make incompatible bedfellows. Signs are already
emerging: a Muslim professor on campus, whom I may not name, has already
capitulated, sending confusing signals to
the students who take her class. This lie
will inevitably crack, and we will need to
be ready to pick up the pieces.

Blessings
Dan Shenk—Harare, Zimbabwe
Before the rains started, the MAF
(Missionary Aviation Fellowship) pilots
were able to go on a five-day survival
course in the Kariba area of the Zambezi
Evangelical Visitor

God at work...
continued from page 16

Valley. It was led by three outstanding
Christian men with great knowledge of
wildlife and vegetation. We just walked
out into the bush with nothing but the
clothing we had on and our knives. Days
were spent finding berries, hunting with
sticks, learning to find water, chewing
bark for moisture, and resting. Nights
were spent sleeping on the bare earth
around fires (started with sticks, dry grass
and elephant dung) and listening to lions,

hyenas, leopards and other assorted animals and night birds. The purpose of this
course was to prepare us in the event of a
forced landing in an uninhabited or hostile area. However, each of us learned
other things also. As thirst, hunger and
exhaustion set in, it became clear that
absolutely everything we have, including
our very lives, is a blessing from God.
The flight program into Mozambique
continues at a good pace. The country
has been under a cease-fire for more than
a year now after 15 years of war and several droughts. Many organizations are

Lights! Camera! Action! The "actors"
are just ordinary people doing extra-ordinary deeds, and the production team is
just a cameraman, but the result is a video
that depicts ministry to the community by
various members of the Chambersburg
Brethren in Christ Church.
March is a special
month in our church with
emphasis on various community organizations and
opportunities which we
can learn about and hopefully help.
This is done in a Sunday school
opening for about 15 minutes on
each Sunday in March. We call it
March Mission.

Marching
with a

Mission

by Anita Mcllveen

March 1994

Cameraman and production
engineer Emerson Peckman
made arrangements with nine
people in our church who volunteer their time and talents to helping a
specific need in our community. He
videotaped each at the church as they
gave a descriptive account of the organization and the duties they perform. Then
he went "on the job" and taped them in
action.
Volunteers and organizations included
Ruth Bowders with Meals on Wheels;
Phil Martin with CROSS (Christian Residential Opportunities and Social Services)
which provides homes for the mentally
handicapped; Michael Starr with BEST
(Business and Education Standing
Together) which brings business into the
classroom, attracting quality students to
business; Liz Brown with Released Time
Bible Program, a Bible Club associated
with public schools (children are released

moving back into the country, using
Harare as a base. Most of the roads are
unusable due to neglect and/or the presence of uncleared land mines, and we are
glad to help people and supplies reach
their destination with the airplane. The
Church has continued to grow in many
parts of Mozambique, and there is a real
need for leadership training among the
pastors. The opportunities to minister in
medicine and other areas are great also.
Please pray for continued safety in the
flying and aircraft maintenance.

from school for an hour a week and permitted to be bussed to a nearby church
where they learn Scripture, sing songs,
and pray); Vonnie Black with Hospice;
Dave Pankiw with Big Brothers/Big Sisters; Nelson Byers and Elaine Meyers
with Salvation Army; and Jim Strite with
Contact. This is just a sampling of the
people involved in community outreach.
Jesus said that if we give a cup of
water in his name, we have done it unto
him. There are many opportunities in our
communities for service and they don't
have to be religious for spiritual benefit to
occur. This is a great chance for Christians to spread the light of the gospel to
others.
A video project is a tool your church
can use to promote missions at home. It
can be a simple production just using a
camcorder. Or if the equipment and
expertise is available, it can be developed
into a more professional product by
adding music background, narrative with
music, words on the screen, etc. Each
addition takes more time, equipment, and
technical ability. The goal is to get the
information assembled to be able to promote the opportunities in your communityPresent the need and opportunities in
your community, tap the resources and
talents in your church, and you may find
that you have willing servants reaching
out to the world around you.

A pastor's wife for 18 years, the author now is a
member of the Chambersburg congregation and
works part-time as a church secretary for a United
Brethren congregation.

17

Qhi^rchf\Jews
Allegheny Conference
YOUthQuest participants shared
their experiences during the Jan. 16
evening service of the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa. • On
Jan. 26 the Antrim congregation,
Chambersburg, viewed a video on
Africa. Approximately 20 persons
will be going to Zimbabwe July 1531 to install roofs on churches. •
The Chambersburg church sponsored a parenting seminar Feb. 24—
Mar. 24 based on How to Really
Love Your Child by Ross Campbell.
• The Living Fire group of the
Fairview Ave. church, Waynesboro,
Pa., had a video scavenger hunt on
Feb. 5. • Eight persons were baptized at the Five Forks church,
Waynesboro, on Jan. 16. The congregation has scheduled several allnight prayer vigils during 1994. •
Guest MCs at the Feb. 18 sweetheart
banquet of the Hollowel! church,
W a y n e s b o r o , were Gerald and
Lucille Wingert. Speakers were
David and Joyce Leaman.
The Iron Springs church, Fairfield, Pa., hosted the Jan. 23 ministerium Week of Christian Unity service. On Feb. 6 Janet and Rufus
Good were speakers about Zambia.
• Chris Hicks from Voyager, an
anti-drug and alcohol program,
spoke at the Jan. 30 Youth Day service of the M a r t i n s b u r g , Pa.,

church. • Thirteen youth and two
pastors from the Mt. Rock church,
Shippensburg, Pa., attended
YOUthQuest. • "Moms in Touch"
meets weekly at the New Guilford
church, Chambersburg, Pa., to pray
for the schools and children. Mothers in the community have been
invited to attend. • Bishop Kipe
preached Jan. 30 at the South
Mountain church, Shippensburg,
Pa. • The Springhope congregation,
Schellsburg, Pa., had a Feb. 12
Valentine banquet at Country Way.
• The Van Lear congregation,
Williamsport, Md., enjoyed a Feb.
6 concert by the Wingert Family
Singers.

Atlantic Conference
The Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., celebrated Walter and
Alma G a n t z ' s 60th wedding
anniversary with roses and a card
shower. Paul and Lela Hostetler
shared about Zambia on Jan. 9. •
The Cross Roads congregation.
Mount Joy, Pa., viewed "Eye of the
Storm" on Jan. 23. Diane Wolgemuth has been installed as Director
of Outreach. • On Jan. 12 the Fairland congregation, Cleona, Pa., had
a Missions Prayer Fellowship service with Michael Ebersole sharing
about Timber Bay Children's Home.
• In February the Free Grace

church, Millersburg, Pa., viewed the
video series "Marriage—For Lovers
Only." • The Lancaster, Pa., church
had a concert Jan. 16 by the Ministers of Music men's quartet. • The
Manheim, Pa., church hosted a Feb.
1 concert of prayer for the New Joy
church planting, Ephrata, Pa.
The Millersville, Pa., church
began the 50-Day Adventure, "Daring to Dream Again," on Feb. 13. A
youth bowling night was Jan. 29. •
Bishop Hoffman preached Jan. 16
at the Mt. Pleasant church, Mount
Joy, Pa. • The quiz team of the
Palmyra, Pa., church sold homemade candy on Feb. 13. • The bell
choir and other music groups from
the Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa.,
participated in the Jan. 16 Keystone
Bible Institutes Festival of Praise at
the Refton, Pa., church. • The
Perkiomen Valley congregation,
Collegeville, Pa., had a Feb. 11
catered Valentine's dinner. • The
Refton, Pa. congregation has begun
dual services. • On Jan. 16 a budget
meeting preceded the Jan. 23 council
meeting of the Silverdale, Pa.,
church. • The Middler Class of the
Skyline View church, Harrisburg,
Pa., is collecting pennies for the
MCC Pennsylvania Relief Sale on
Apr. 1-2. • The youth of the Souderton, Pa., church had a winter
retreat Jan. 21-23 at Kenbrook Bible
Camp.

Denominational leadership elected
The announcement of the election of
several regional conference bishops and
Moderator were announced at the February 10-12, 1994, meeting of the Board of
Administration (BOA).

negotiations were authorized concerning
the possibility of bishops John Hawbaker
and Warren Hoffman completing their
terms to 1996 by serving the Allegheny/Susquehanna and Atlantic/Southeast
Conferences respectively.

Bishops
The Board of Administration has been
pursuing its charge from the 1992 General Conference regarding a continuing
review of denominational structures.
Among other things, this review led the
BOA to consolidation of leadership. In
light of its study, which included 23
regional dialogue sessions and numerous
presentations, BOA authorized the Bishops Selection Committees to search for
two bishop nominees: one for Central
Conference, and one for the Midwest/Pacific Conferences. In addition,

The Bishops Selection Committees recommended to the BOA Nominating Committee that John A. Byers serve Central
Conference and John A. Brubaker serve
the Midwest and Pacific Conferences for
six year terms. These nominees were elected by the BOA. Their names are being forwarded to the respective regional conferences for confirmation at their annual
meetings. In addition, the name of Warren
L. Hoffman is being forwarded to the
annual meeting of the Southeast Conference for confirmation for the 1994-1996
biennium.
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Canadian Conference
The Boyle church, St. Ann's,
Ont., had a January evening series
on discouragement. • The Falls
View church, Niagara Falls, Ont.,
hosted the Feb. 10 Christian Benefit
Shops annual dinner with speakers
Byron and Karen Good from MCC,
Zaire. • The Heise Hill church,
Gormley, Ont., had Jan. 16 and 23
seminars on "Basic Evangelism" and
"Our Church Can Grow." • The
Kindersley, Sask., men and boys
had a wild meat stew supper on Jan.
7. • On Jan. 16 the ministry team
from New Life Girls' Home presented songs, drama, testimonies,
and seminars for the Kingswood
congregation, Barrie, Ont. • The
Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation had
a Feb. 4-6 family retreat at Camp
Kahquah. Bishop Shaw visited on
Feb. 27.
The Ridgemount, Ont., congregation had a clothing drive in January for New Horizons. • On Jan. 16
the Diaz family talked to the Rosebank congregation, Petersburg.
Ont., about their visit to El Salvador.
Dave Hallman shared about his ministry trip to Colombia. • On Jan. 9
the Sherkston, Ont., congregation
viewed an MCC video on the 1992
corn seed project in Zambia and
Zimbabwe. • In 1994 the first Sunday evening of each month at the

However, at its February 1994 meeting, BOA amended its earlier plan to have
one bishop serve both the Allegheny and
Susquehanna Conferences. As a result, the
Bishop Selection Committee of the
Allegheny Conference will be reactivated.
The plan is for the Selection Committee's
nominee to be elected by a mail ballot or
telephone conference call of the BOA. If
the selection process is completed before
Allegheny Conference meets (April 8-9),
the name will be presented to the regional conference for confirmation.
There is no change in the Susquehanna
and Canadian Conferences, with John
Hawbaker and R. Dale Shaw's respective
terms as bishop continuing until 1996.
Moderator
The Search Committee for the Moderator recommended to the BOA Nominating Committee the name of Harvey R.
Sider. He has been elected by the BOA
and his name is being forwarded to General Conference for confirmation.
Evangelical
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Springvale, Ont., church will center on prayer
for the unsaved. The last Sunday evening will be
missions-oriented. • Tom and Danette Adams
were installed Jan. 2 as pastoral couple of the
Stayner, Ont., church. • The Upper Oaks
church, Oakville, Ont., began a divorce recovery
group on Jan. 26. • The Wainfleet, Ont., church
has begun Women's Morning Break meetings
with crafts, coffee, and a motivational thought. •
On Jan. 2 Debbie Greer shared with the Westheights congregation, Kitchener, Ont., about her
short-term missions experience at Mukinge Girls
Secondary School in Zambia.

Central Conference
General Conference Secretary Don Shafer
spoke in the Jan. 30 morning service of the
Amherst church, Massillon, Ohio. • In 1993 at
the Bethel church, Merrill, Mich., 22 persons
had perfect Sunday school attendance, and 14
read through the Bible. • On Jan. 16 the Beulah
Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio, and the
Fairview congregation, Englewood, Ohio, had a
joint song time and fellowship. • Several persons
from the Christian Union congregation, Garrett, Ind., attended a Jan. 15 Child Evangelism
Fellowship training course in Angola, Ind. Bishop Ginder visited on Jan. 16. • The Lakeview
congregation, Goodrich, Mich., hosted a Central Conference quiz meet on Feb. 12.
On Jan. 30 the Nappanee, Ind., congregation had a teen-parent forum led by Pastor Studebaker. • The Northgate Fellowship, Tipp City,
Ohio, had a Jan. 16 carry-in dinner. • Paul Race
brought the morning message Jan. 2 for the
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation. • Dr. and
Mrs. Richard Hirschler, leaving for a three-year
term in Zambia, spoke recently to the Union
Grove congregation, New Paris, Ind. • On Jan.
16 a representative from the Gideons updated
the Valley Chapel congregation, Canton, Ohio,
on the progress of this worldwide ministry.

Midwest Conference
On "Souper Bowl Sunday," Jan. 30, the
youth of the Abilene, Kan., congregation collected cans of soup for the food and clothing
center in Abilene. • The Bethany congregation,
Thomas, Okla., had revival services with Henry
Ginder Jan. 23-30. • The Mound Park congregation, Dallas Center, Iowa, had a parsonage
"Super Bowl blast" on Jan. 30. • Two youth
from the Mountain View congregation, Colorado Springs, Colo., attended YOUthQuest.
Five went to the InterVarsity Missionary Convention. • The 1994 focus of the Oak Park congregation, Des Moines, Iowa, will be worship.
Two new members were received on Jan. 16. •
John Byers spoke Jan. 9 during the Sunday
school hour to the Oklahoma City, Okla.,
church on "What It Means to Be a Growing Congregation." • The Rosebank women, Hope,
Kan., had a secret sisters party on Jan. 8. • The
Zion congregation, Abilene, Kan., received six
new members on Jan. 16.

Pacific Conference
From Jan. 30 through Feb. 4 the Chino,
Calif., church had a missions emphasis with Rich
Stuebing; Phil and Doreen Byers; an AWANA
presentation by Susan Schwartz; Chet and Millie
Sollenberger; and Ed Lauber. • Rich Stuebing
gave a Jan. 30 presentation to the Ontario,
Calif., church entitled "A Walk on the Wild
March 1994

E.V. Timelines.,
100 Years Ago
Mar. 1, 1894 issue—"After a brief but painful illness, Mrs. Swalm, relict
of the late Conrad Swalm, died, at the residence of her daughter, Mrs. S.C.
Baker, in Nottawasaga, Ont.... Mrs. Swalm was one of the oldest and most
respected pioneers of Nottawasaga, and had in vivid remembrance...recounted many of the hardships to which pioneer life had subjected them, and others who emigrated at the same time. The deceased and her husband...left
their homes in Hesse, Casel, Germany, to make for themselves homes in the
forest lands of Ontario. The voyage across the ocean was of thirteen week's
duration, and was very perilous. The vessel was caught in a hurricane, carried
out of her course near to the coast of Greenland and nearly wrecked.... After
spending three years of suffering and deprivation, the mother on the plot and
the father down in the earlier settled township, Markham, earning the wherewithal to purchase food for his semi-famished wife and hungry little ones, they
removed to the lot a portion of which is owned and occupied by their son
Melchi, and where the husband died about 23 years ago. Here 10 of their children were born...."

75 Years Ago
Mar. 10, 1919 issue—H.C. and Naomi Lady write from a ship bound for
Africa: "We are aboard the Medic, a vessel with a capacity of 12,000 tons....
The voyage will last about three weeks, when we expect to go ashore at the
African port, Durban.... Our accomodations [sic] are very good. There is
plenty of splendid food, good sleeping quarters and ample deck space with
chairs. Our prayer is that God will give us health to enjoy the same. When this
letter reaches you we will probably be facing heathenism in all its actuality,
then pray that our faith fail not.... May God raise up many more to follow in
the steps of those who have laid down their lives on foreign shores."

50 Years Ago
Mar. 27, 1944 issue—"The Brethren in Christ Church is obliged to face
more realistically the problem which is caused by 'drafting of fathers.' This
'drafting of father' brings to the fore the dependency problem. The present
emergency need must be met in some way. The Relief and Service committee is, therefore, calling for a fund equivalent to fifty cents per member to
cover the period until General Conference. This is not an assessment but a suggested ratio."

25 Years Ago
Mar. 10, 1969 issue—Jean Nielsen (Upland, Calif.) writes in "The Church
and the Empty Nest": How peaceful! How dull! Sometimes we feel one way,
sometimes, the other. But whichever feeling is true, Sunday without children
at home has forced us to re-evaluate our own motivations for being a part of
the Christian community.... The church can help to keep one thinking and acting young by supplying contacts with 'those other children.' You have probably seen these children, dangling forlornly, sometimes shabbily on the
fringes of the Christian community.... Contacts with these children can be as
stimulating to the adults as they are helpful to the children.... In this unity of
purpose we are looking forward just now to a kite-flying contest and hamburger fry for a group of ten-year-old boys.... We will not see the physical
birth of any more children. But could we hope to somehow be of help in some
child's spiritual birth?"

10 Years Ago
March 1984 issue—Kent Byer, in "VS: Making of Disciple-Makers":
"Learning to become a disciple of Christ means stepping out of a place of
comfort, leaving the nets behind, and following Jesus at all costs.... This is
what Voluntary Service in the Bronx is all about."
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Side." This began a week-long missions conference. • In January the
Monday night ladies Bible study
group of the Pacific Highway
church, Salem, Ore., began 2 Timothy. • The Upland, Calif., church
planned a congregational hike to
Bear Flats on Jan. 29. The congregation hosted the Jan. 14-15 World

1

School of Prayer. • The Walnut,
Calif., church moved to its new location at Vejar Elementary School on
Feb. 13.

Southeast Conference
In January the Holden Park
congregation, Orlando, Fla., had a

/]/\oney/[/\atters

Stewardship
is God's
way of
raising
peoplenot money
by S. Lane Hostetter

S. Lane Hostetter is Director of
Planned Giving for the Brethren in
Christ Church.
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Wednesday night series on heaven
and hell. On Jan. 30 Paul Hostetler
shared about their 1993 missions
trip. • Eldon Byer spoke at the Jan.
8 men's prayer breakfast of the
Millerfield's
congregation,
Columbia, Ky. • On Feb. 6 the
Winchester, Va., congregation saw
the MCC video, "Hope for Bosnia."

Susquehanna
Conference
Three persons were baptized Jan.
9 into the fellowship of the Carlisle,
Pa., church. The youth held their
spaghetti supper and auction on Jan.
14. • The youth of the Cedar Grove
congregation, Mifflintown, Pa.,

In recent generations the subject of stewardship has claimed less and less attention.
Most ministers avoid the topic, and many church-goers choose not to attend on Sundays
when stewardship is the theme of discussion. Others just sort of endure the message and
pay it little attention.
Some feel that stewardship is an old term and should not be applied to today. Is it relevant today? How does an understanding of stewardship affect our giving and asking of
funds? Is stewardship one of God's ways of raising people?
Stewardship seems to be regarded too much as a project or program to be promoted
periodically. It finds many church people improvising solutions to problems which are
not real problems at all. Not all stewardship problems can be excused by blaming
materialism and secularism. In stewardship there is only one starting place—the Bible.
Steward is a strong biblical word that implies "servanthood" and is referred to 26
times in the Bible. Its message is woven through the Old Testament and the concept of
it is Jesus' primary subject in 17 of his 38 parables, and it occupies one verse out of every
six in the Gospels. This often-avoided topic is actually one of the loftiest themes of
Scripture.
A steward is a highly-trusted manager of an owner's properties. The steward is
expected to enhance the properties' value, be accountable to the owner for the managed
properties, and participate in the owner's management plans.
Christian stewardship is the believer's response to God's love in creating, preserving,
redeeming and sanctifying him. It can be called the Christian's management of his
redeemed life and possessions, by the Spirit's power and direction through the Word—
to God's glory and for man's benefit.
Christian stewardship is the fruit of saving faith. It is faith in action, the expression
of the Christian faith, the evidence of how sincerely the child of God believes the
truths of God's word. A Christian steward is a person entrusted with a life redeemed by
Christ. To be a steward is to follow where God leads by the abilities and the strength God
gives.
The vision of stewardship in 1 Peter 4:10-11 assumes a "good steward of many
graces" is someone who is grateful, merciful, and faithful and called to a life of responsibility for all of creation. This makes personal redemption and social responsibility
inseparable. Giving is a personal matter, a reflection of one's character; how one acts
toward a neighbor. Biblical stewardship assumes we look with accountability to God for
the blessings that we have.
Stewardship is a way of looking at life and, more importantly, a way of living as a
Christian in a non-Christian world. Christian stewardship is God's order for our relationship to God, not our relationship to an organization.
Today charity has been replaced in large measure by professional philanthropy that
has less to do with individual redemption than with social reconstruction. The people of
Christian faith have shifted from those being biblically led in stewardship values to being
motivated by the values of philanthropy—love of humankind. And so, it seems, that
Christian giving practices today differ little from our culture at large. The highest value
of fundraisers is how to get people to give more to our organizations—not to educate and
encourage Christian stewardship principles.
Stewardship is a vertical relationship and accountability to God. A steward is a servant, a caretaker of God's resources. Stewardship is asked of us by God and a responsibility we have to God. It is a way of viewing the world through God's eyes, rather than
our own.
I need to ask myself, What kind of motivation for giving do I have? Is it to benefit
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recently designed and sold church
calendars. Phil and Doreen Byers
shared about their work in Malawi
on Jan. 2. • Phil Keefer spoke on
Jan. 16 to the Fairview congregation, Reesers Summit, Pa. At council, the church approved purchase of
the lot north of the church, and the
adding of Scott Reynolds to the lead-

ership staff. • On Feb. 6 Myron
Augsburger spoke at the Grantham,
Pa., church on "The Holy Spirit: The
Power of Righteousness." • Gary
Bennet presented an evening of
sacred music Feb. 20 to the
Hanover, Pa., congregation. •
"Becoming a Woman of Purpose"
was the topic for the Jan. 13

women's Bible study of the Jemison
Valley congregation, Westfield, Pa.
The youth recently had a sausage
and scrapple sale.
John Melhom was installed Jan.
2 as pastor of the Locust Grove
congregation, York, Pa. He was previously a member of the Redland
Valley congregation, and a gradu-

myself and impress my fellow church members and neighbors, or does my giving
and asking grow out of a thankful response to God for his love?
Stewardship is God's way of raising people—not man's way of raising money.
May our lives and work reflect this attitude.
Let me mention some stewardship principles:
1. The steward must put to use that which he holds in trust.
2. The steward must put to use that which he holds in trust according to the will
of the owner or in such a way as to bring the owner the greatest possible return.
3. The way to do this is for the one administering the trust to be faithful.
Now, let's apply these stewardship principles in the stewardship of life.
1. The Christian puts to use the life he holds in trust from God. We are to live
our lives for Christ to whom we belong—putting them to useful service.
2. The Christian must put to use the whole of life that he has in trust from God
and then according to the will of God or in such a way as to bring God the greatest returns which it is possible for his life to yield. And this means that we are
to be faithful in all things.
In 2 Corinthians 5:15, Paul says, "Those who live should no longer live for
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again." And his reason for living his life for Christ he states in one brief sentence in Galatians 2:20:
"I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me."
The climax of all he did, or asked, or hoped, Paul found at the cross, where
Jesus died for the redemption of sinners.
Listen to Paul at the close of a life lived and served for Christ. He says in 2
Timothy 4:6-8: "For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and
the time has come for my departure. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that
day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing."
God's great and ever-faithful steward, Paul, is summing up in a final word
the meaning of life as a stewardship, the meaning of life as a sacred trust he
had from God.
The service of Jesus true pleasure affords,
In him there is joy without an alloy;
Tis heaven to trust him and rest on his words;
It pays to serve Jesus each day.
It pays to serve Jesus whate 'er may betide,
It pays to be true whate'er you may do;
Tis riches of mercy in him to abide;
It pays to serve Jesus each day.
Tho' sometimes the shadows may hang o 'er the way,
And sorrows may come to beckon us home,
Our precious Redeemer each toil will repay;
It pays to serve Jesus each day.
It pays to serve Jesus, it pays every day,
It pays every step of the way.
Tho' the pathway to glory may sometimes be drear,
You '11 be happy each step of the way.
(Frank C. Huston)
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ate of the Evangelical School of
Theology. • On Jan. 2 Jolene Hawbaker spoke to the Marsh Creek
congregation, Howard, Pa., about
her trip to Africa. • Arthur Climenhaga spoke on a missions theme Jan.
30 to the Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation. • Pastor Lady spoke Jan.
16 to the Messiah Village church,
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Lifestyles
"Transforming Lifestyles in a Self-Centered
World" is the theme for the 1994 Pre-General
Conference Event, being sponsored by the
Board for Stewardship Services, 6.-30 p.m., June
30 through the evening service July t, 1994.

for NOTE SPEAKERS;

Dr. Tony Campolo
W. Edward Rickman

OUTSTANDiNC, WORKSHOPS AMP LEADms:

Transforming Estate Plans

Lane Hostetter
Bill Dick (Attorney)

Keep the Church Records

Harold Chubb
MikeD'Silva

Computerized Record Keeping

Elvin Peifer
Rick Dent
Don Winters

Transforming Family Finances
Teaching/Preaching Lifestyle

Don Zook
Ed Rickman
Harvey Sider
Perry Engle

How to Change Your Lifestyle

Craig Sider
Robert Leadley

How to Change Attitudes on Having Enough for
Retirement
John 2. Martin
Teaching Children A Stewardship Lifestyle
Helen Johns

In addition, you will hear numerous testimonies
and drama relating the joys of transforming
your lifestyle. Plan to take advantage of this
practical and inspirational conference. You can
register for this event on the registration materials in the January issue of the Visitor.
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Mechanicsburg, on "What's in a
Name?" • Don Zook led a seminar
Feb. 6 for the New Covenant congregation, Quakertown, Pa., on
"How to Use What You Have." •
The Wednesday WE CARE group
of the Redland Valley church, York
Haven, Pa., recently viewed a fourpan film, "Five Threats to Oneness."
• The film "First Fruits" was shown
Jan. 23 at the Roseglen church,
Duncannon, Pa. • The West Shore
church, Mechanicsburg, Pa., and two
other area churches recently conducted a survey of 300 area homes
and received good response about
programs residents would like to see
provided.

For The
Record
Births
Coldsmith: William Bernard,
Jan. 1; Joe and April (Bruso) Coldsmith, Chambersburg congregation,
Pa.
Czepek: Steven Paul, Jan. 18;
Paul and Hilda (Wiebe) Czepek,
Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Grimes: Evan Asa, Sept. 5,
1993; Daniel and Brenda (Hollinger)
Grimes, Harrisburg congregation.
Pa.
Herr: Derek Logan, Dec. 26,
1993; Ronald Jr. and Michelle
(Henry) Herr, Pequea congregation,
Pa.
Hertzler: Caleb Darren, Dec.
27, 1993; Ken and Rosene (Mellinger) Hertzler, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.

Hixson: Quinton Daniel, Sept.
19, 1993; Owen and Alicia Hixson,
Woodbury congregation, Pa.
Martens: Jordan Andrew, Dec.
13, 1993; Richard and Laura
Martens, Stayner congregation, Ont.
Martin: Megan Renee, Oct. 29,
1993; Kevin and Shari (Caufman)
Martin, Montgomery congregation,
Pa.
Mudde: Sarah Julianna, Nov.
26, 1993; Dennis and Nancy Mudde,
Stayner congregation, Ont.
Musser: Jeremy Wade, Dec. 28,
1993; Philip and Lisa Musser, Mt.
Rock congregation, Pa.
Myers: Natalie Kay, Dec. 2,
1993; Darrin and Marsha (Meyers)
Myers, Montgomery congregation.
Pa.
Piett: Jacob Ivan, Jan. 9;
Michael and Michele (Winger) Piett,
Bertie congregation, Ont.
Ridgley: Rebecka Abigale, Jan.
12; Shawn and Michelle Ridgley,
New Guilford congregation, Pa.
Rittenhouse: Ashley Jenna, Jan.
8; Rod and Lisa Rittenhouse, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Shertzer: Tamara Michelle, Jan.
10; James and Michelle (Tolan)
Shertzer, Manor congregation, Pa.
Thompson: Courtney Dawn,
Jan. 17; Scott and Cheryl (Peacock)
Thompson, Boyle congregation,
Ont.
Winters: Amber Joy, Jan. 16;
Kenneth and Michelle (Dean) Winters, Refton congregation, Pa.
Yeater: Cortney Marie, Jan. 6;
Rodney and Helen (Cummings)
Yeater, Cedar Grove congregation,
Pa.

Director of Social Services and Admissions
Messiah Village is seeking a hands-on individual to direct
the social services department and coordinate admissions in
all levels of living in our retirement community of 750 persons.
This individual should have a Master of Social Work
and three to five years experience in a geriatric or related
field. The successful candidate must possess strong leadership abilities, good interpersonal skills, a firm commitment
to providing quality care, and must be a mature Christian.
Responsibilities include the supervision of a staff of six,
close working relationship with nursing supervisors, meeting with prospective residents and families, facilitation of
support groups and chairing the admissions committee.
We provide an excellent wage and benefit package. Position available in April/May.
For your consideration, send r6sum6 to George Kibler,
Messiah Village, P.O. Box 2015, Mechanicsburg PA 170552015. For more information call (717) 697-4666, extension
400.
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Correspondents: Do you have a supply of (and are you using) the
"For the Record" reporting forms? If you do not have them, please
write us at P.O. Box 166, Nappanee IN 46550. Also, please do not
place the forms inside bulletins. This makes them hard to find.
Before mailing bulletins, remember to remove bulletin inserts that
have nothing to do with your church 's activities. Staple bulletins
together in order of date. Attention to all these reporting details
saves money and keeps the cost of the Visitor down. Thank you.

Weddings
Albrecht - Dorsch: Debra Ann,
daughter of Richard and Carol
Dorsch, Wellesley, Ont., and Timothy, son of Ronald and Sharon
Albrecht, New Hamburg, Ont., Aug.
21, 1993, at Rosebank Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Trevor
Main officiating.
Golden - Gift: Deanna Lee,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dennis
Gift, Waynesboro, Pa., and Christopher Albert, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Golden, Waynesboro, Jan. 22,
at Five Forks Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Wilbur Besecker
officiating.
Miller - Lehman: Rhoda L.
Lehman and John S. Miller, Nov.
27, 1993, at Martinsburg Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Mervin
Potteiger officiating.
Newcomer - Miller: Nancy Jean
Miller, daughter of J. Marlin and
Estella Brubaker, Manheim, Pa., and
Michael F., son of Donal and Jackie
Newcomer., Mount Joy, Pa., Oct. 30,
1993 at Lancaster Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Allon Dourte officiating.
Poe - Blandon: Zeneyda, daughter of Aurelio and Josefa Blandon,
Rama, Nicaragua, and Keith, son of
Marshall and Eleanor Poe, Lancaster, Pa., Jan. 1 at Salto Mataka
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Santiago Lopez officiating.
Shockey - Rinehart: Laura
Ellen, daughter of Richard and
Linda Rinehart, Waynesboro, Pa.,
and Donald Eugene Jr., son of Donald and Deborah Shockey, Waynesboro, Dec. 18, 1993 at Hollowell
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Ralph E. Palmer officiating.
Wenger - Foster: Kelly Lee,
daughter of William J. and the late
Nancy K. Foster, Mechanicsburg,

Apartments for rent at
Upland Manor in Upland,
Calif. Upland Manor is
owned and operated by the
Pacific Conference of the
Brethren in Christ Church.
For more information, call
Neal or Evelyn Longenecker at (909) 985-1215.

Pa., and Kevin Ray, son of Ron and
Ida Wenger, Mechanicsburg, Dec.
18, 1993 at Grantham Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Robert B.
Ives officiating.

Obituaries
Engle: Jacob E. Engle, born
Dec. 17, 1912, son of Daniel E. and
Emma K. Good Engle, died Nov.
25, 1993. Preceding him in death
was his wife Jeanette (Davis). Surviving are 2 sons, Ivan D. and Darrell E.; 2 daughters, Althea Phillips
and Ellyce Jean Charles; 10 grandchildren; and 4 sisters, Elizabeth
Heise, Mary Richardson, Emma
Engle, and Esther Eshleman. Jacob
owned and operated Engle's Bakery
from 1936-1968. He was the longest
standholder at Central Market. He
had been involved in the Friendship
Band, helping relocate refugees from
Poland after World War II, and Vietnamese after the Vietnam war. He
was a member and Sunday school
teacher at the Lancaster church, Pa.,
where the funeral was held with
Rev. James Ernst and Rev. Henry
Hostetter officiating. Interment was
in the Cross Roads church cemetery.
Foor: Donald L. Foor, born Dec.
2, 1931, died Dec. 30, 1993. Surviving are his mother; a sister, Margaretta Evans; and two brothers,
William R. Jr. and Albert. He regularly attended the Bethel church
(Mich.). The funeral was held at the
Snow Funeral Home with Rev. L.
Bedsaul Agee officiating. Interment
was in Mt. Olivet cemetery.
Musser: Helen B. Musser, born
May 24, 1908, in Abilene, Kan.,
daughter of Jesse and Abbie Climenhaga Brechbill, died Jan. 6. Surviving are her husband, Clarence Z.
Musser; two sons, Robert J. and
David L.; a daughter, Anne M. Honeywell; five grandchildren; a brother, Ray Brechbill; and three sisters,
Anna Martin, Ruth Zercher, and
Lois Musser. Helen was an alumna
of Taylor University, and a teacher
in Oklahoma and at Messiah College. She was a member of the Messiah Village congregation, Pa.,
where the funeral was held with
Rev. David L. Musser and Rev. J.
Robert Lehman officiating. Interment was in Grantham Memorial
Park.
•
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1994 Camp
Freedom Report
Acts 8:8 speaks of "great
joy" in the city of Samaria as a
result of great manifestations
of God's presence and power.
This sentiment would largely
define the thoughts and feelings of those in attendance of
the 1994 Camp Freedom, held
Jan. 26-Feb. 6, in St. Petersburg, Fla.. It was a great time
of inspiration and blessing as
well as spiritual enrichment.
Great joy was truly a characteristic of this camp meeting.
Our co-evangelists for the
1994 camp were Rev. Luke
Keefer, Sr. and Dr. Noel Scott.
Each one was used of God in
presenting a clear and concise
message of heart purity, holi-

Melvin steps down
as NAE Executive
Director
Dr. Billy A. Melvin has
announced that he will terminate his services as executive
director of the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE)
on March 31, 1995, completing
28 years in the association's
top post. Under his leadership
the association has grown by
70 percent and today represents some 50,000 local
churches from 75 denominations, including the Brethren in
Christ Church.
This broad network of
evangelicals has become a

ness, and holy living. Additional weekend speakers
included Dr. Harold Schmul
and Rev. Kermit Farlow. It's
great to see how God orchestrates each person in his own
style and way to share in a
complimentary way to help
advance the theme and spirit
of the camp.
Our song evangelists were
Mark and Janene Dubbeld
from Indiana. We appreciate
their fine spirit and quality of
leadership in worship through
both congregational and special singing. Additional features of the camp were the
Hobe Sound Chapel Choir,
Perm View Praise Singers, and
the Gospel Express.
Our missions emphasis had
a flavor of both foreign and

major voice in the American
religious scene and is the largest representation of evangelical denominations, churches
and Christian organizations in
the United States.
A search committee has
been named to find a replacement for Melvin. According to
Argue, the committee will
bring their recommendation to
the 1994 October meeting of
NAE's Board of Administration. If elected, the new leader
will assume office immediately following the association's
53rd annual convention on
March 5-7, 1995, at which time
Melvin will conclude his service.

Search begins for NAE Executive Director
After 28 years of service, Dr. Billy A. Melvin is retiring
as executive director of the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE). He is scheduled to retire in March 1995.
NAE is seeking a new leader. The association represents
almost 50,000 congregations from 75 denominations and
over 200 parachurch ministries and schools.
Persons interested in applying for the position are invited to submit a r6sum6 and a one-page statement of their
personal theology and view of Christian unity by April 30,
1994.
Please address your correspondence to: Dr. John H.
White, c/o NAE, 450 Gunderson Drive, Carol Stream, IL
60188.
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homeland missions. "Our
Brothers Keeper," a work in
Romania to spread both Bibles
and scriptural holiness
throughout the land, was represented by three Romanian
brethren who shared their zeal
and love for God through message and songs. Eduardo
Llanes spoke of the great
things happening in Miami and
Ben Musser stirred our hearts
in reporting many thrilling
accounts of practical missions
through volunteer work.
Due to climate and economic conditions, our attendance was somewhat less than
previous years. In spite of this,
God's people gave well in supporting the kingdom's work.
General operating giving
amounted to $16,075.27. Cap-

ital offerings amounted to
$8,124.04. Missions offering
amounted to $7,336.84. The
missions offering set a record
amount for giving at Camp
Freedom. We rejoice in the
generosity of God's people.
If you've never been to
Camp Freedom or were unable
to attend the most recent camp,
let me invite you to the 1995
camp, Jan. 25-Feb. 5. Our
scheduled evangelists include
Rev. Wilbur Benner and Dr.
Wingrove Taylor. Richard and
Dawn Owens will serve as
song evangelists. Do pray for
Camp Freedom. Plan to come
and be a part of us. We'll be
looking for you. (Submitted by
Jesse Bawel, secretary)

HOLINESS

Christian Holiness
Association
126th Annual Convention

April 19-21,1994
Major Convention Speakers
Thomas Hermiz, Keith Dairy, Kay F. Rader,
William Ury, David Engbrecht, Millard Reed,
David Gyertson
Host Church:
First Church of the Nazarene
510 Woodland St.
Nashville, TN 37206

Host Hotel:
Regal Maxwell House Hotel
2025 MetroCenter Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37228

For more information, contact
Christian Holiness Association
P.O. Box 100
Wilmore, KY 40390
(606)858-4091 • FAX (606) 858-4096
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need the wisdom of
Solomon and the
patience of Job.
Teach her the Bible
stories that will h<
iead.
~

Jubilee,
God's Good News.
5
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A children's Sunday school curriculum.
Contact: Evangel Publishing House 1 800 253-9315
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MCC ranked one of
the top charities in
United States
Money magazine has ranked Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) the fifth
best relief and development agency in the
United States this year—up from 12th
last year.
Charities getting high grades from the
magazine are those that "wring maximum
values from contributions."
The jump from 12th to 5th reflects
changes in the way Money magazine puts
its data together rather than any change in
MCC's efficiency.
In the relief and development category, MCC is listed as spending 90 percent
of its income on programs. Top-ranked
MAP International, a program that sends
medical supplies abroad and does some
development, spent 95 percent of its income on programs.

"MCC is able to keep its overhead
low—7.9 percent of income—and fundraising costs low—0.6 percent of income—because of the many volunteers
who contribute time and the many congregations that support MCC as their
relief and development agency," says
Berry Friesen, MCC director of administration and resources. Because of our constituency's generosity, MCC does not
need to spend money on sophisticated
fundraising plans.
"We aim to be efficient," notes
Friesen, "but we do not aim to be No. 1
on the Money magazine list. Being No. 1
would prevent us from being the peopleintensive organization we are committed
to being. MCC does not simply collect
money and resources in North America
and ship them overseas."
Some 900 MCC workers serve in 50
countries including the U.S. and Canada
and they, along with local partners, help
determine the best use of the financial
and material resources entrusted to the

Dear Fielding,
I'm angry today. Do you mind if I "vent" on you? I
guess the humans have discovered I'm here. I have several broken whiskers and a sore nose to prove it.
First, I'm angry at myself. I've seen traps before. But I
was so relishing the delectable goodies left on the kitchen
floor that I followed a trail of them right to the trap.
Lucky for me it was super-sensitive and snapped before I
got all the way to the cheese. But, boy, my nose smarts.
All that pain because of my own gluttony. I'm really the
dumbest of the dumb, and the weakest of the weak, aren't
I?
But I'm also mad at these humans. They have plenty to
eat. Why do they begrudge me my existence? It's not as
though I eat a lot. After all, they talk to each other—I've
often heard them—about feeding the hungry of the world.
I guess it makes sense to them to feed people halfway
across the world, but not creatures right under their own
noses....
Anyway, when I get angry...1 get angrier. Writing this
isn't helping me calm down at all. I'm just feeding my
own ire by thinking of more and more injustices. I'd better quit.
Later,
A. Nony
Well, I'm back. I was up all night thinking. My emotions are a wild and terrible thing sometimes. They can
overtake all reason. But by midnight or so, I was a bit
more rational. And, do you know what? A new and very
wonderful thought struck me: Maybe I wouldn't get so
angry about so many things if I would stop and ask myself
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agency. Overhead is necessary to recruit
and support these workers, notes Friesen.
This is the fifth year Money has ranked
U.S. charities. The Money survey, based
on information furnished by Non-Profit
Times, provides comparative information
on 100 non-profit organizations in the
United States. The charities are listed in
order of the percentages of their 1992
income spent on program.
In the past the magazine used one-year
statistics. This year they judged organizations "on their long-term efficiency—
that is, the average percentage of income
spent on programs over the past three
years."
As well, a number of organizations
listed in the relief and development category last year are now listed in the social
services category. Other organizations are
no longer listed because they derive less
than 10 percent of their income from the
public.
MCC shared fifth place with Feed the
Children.

a simple question. Have you ever gotten angry, then
stopped it before it got ugly by wondering what it is that
you really want? Weird question, I know, but I believe
that question is significantly connected to my anger.
Think about it. I was angry at myself because I want to
be smart. I don't want to be gullible and in danger. I was
angry at the humans because they don't seem to respect
my right to live among them. Then I thought about other
situations. Fielding, it makes perfect sense. Whenever I
have been angry, I have in a sense been demanding something either from myself or someone else. If it's respect I
am demanding, I could stop my anger by remembering
that I have self-respect, or I have your respect, or that of
my other friends. If it's perfection I'm demanding of
myself, then I can stop and recall that I'm never going to
be perfect, but I am certainly competent enough at certain
things; I don't have to demand perfection of myself. I can
let go of all those demands; I really can be strong enough
to do that!
What a liberating thought! Now all I have to do is
make sure I remember to ask myself that question the next
time I feel the anger rising within me. I think it will be
really difficult to stop the emotional part of my anger long
enough to think and analyze, but it certainly seems worth
a try. And it may mean admitting to myself that I have
some pretty self-centered wants and needs that cause me
to demand things of others. But, hey, why not try?
What do you think? Would you be willing to test out
my theory, too, and let me know if it works for you? I'd
really appreciate it!
Feeling a little more mellow,
A. Nony Mouse
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MESSIAH
COLLEGE
NEWS
Messiah announces
new president
The Board of Trustees of Messiah College is pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. Rodney J. Sawatsky as the
seventh president of the college. On July
1,1994, after 30 years of serving as Messiah College President, Dr. D. Ray
Hostetter will retire and Dr. Sawatsky
will assume the presidency.
Dr. Sawatsky was chosen by the board
acting upon the strong recommendation
of a twelve-person Presidential Search
Committee which conducted a year-long
national search. In choosing Dr.
Sawatsky, the board and the search committee found him to have the right combination of abilities and qualifications to
lead Messiah College into the 21st century.
Dr. Sawatsky is currently president of
Conrad Grebel College, a college sponsored by the Mennonite Conference of
Eastern Canada, and one of four churchrelated colleges affiliated with the University of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada. He
has been at Conrad Grebel College since
1974, serving in various roles including
Director of Academic Affairs, Associate

Professor of Religious Studies and History, Academic Dean, and Academic
Vice President. He became president of
the college in 1989. In addition to his
administrative duties, Dr. Sawatsky has
remained active in teaching and research.
He has focused his research on the contemporary church, Christian education,
Mennonite identity, and new religious
expressions including sects, cults, and
New Age spirituality.
He received undergraduate degrees
in social sciences and Christian education from Bethel College (Kansas), and
Canadian Mennonite Bible College
(Manitoba) respectively. He earned his
M.A. in American social history at the
University of Minnesota, and another
M.A. and a Ph.D. in 19th and 20th century North American religious history
from Princeton University in Princeton,
New Jersey.
Dr. Sawatsky was born in 1943 in Altona, Manitoba. He and his wife, Lorna,
will celebrate their thirtieth wedding
anniversary this year. Mrs. Sawatsky is
an early childhood music educator. They
have three daughters—Tanya, Lisa, and
Katherine.
In making the announcement, Board
of Trustees and Presidential Search Committee Chairman Galen M. Oakes, Sr.
stated, "When we began the search for a
new president, we knew we were looking
for an educational leader who could envision the future of Messiah College, could
sharpen its focus as an evangelical Christian liberal arts college, and could com-

Dr. Rodney Sawatsky,
new president of
Messiah College.
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municate its distinctives on and off campus. We were also looking for a person
who will be a spiritual leader for the college, will model the character and spirit
of a servant, will witness to a personal
faith in Jesus Christ, and will nurture spiritual life on campus. I believe that we
have found that person in Dr. Rodney
Sawatsky."

New Assistant Dean of
Faculty
announced
Dr. Ronald Burwell was recently
appointed Assistant Dean of the Faculty
at Messiah College. A professor of sociology at Messiah College since 1985, Dr.
Burwell was chair of the Behavioral Sciences Department from 1988 until 1991.
He is a member of the Grantham
Brethren in Christ Church.
Prior to coming to Messiah, Dr. Burwell taught at The King's College (N.Y.)
from 1968 to 1985 and was chair of their
Division of Social Science from 1977 on.
A graduate of Wheaton College and Trinity Seminary where he received his M.
Div., Dr. Burwell received his Ph.D. from
New York University in 1976. He has
published widely in various scholarly
journals and is the founding editor of the
new Research on Christian Higher Education Journal. The publication grew out
of his continuing research on what happens to students' values during college.

Dean's List
Messiah College recently announced
its Dean's List for fall 1993. The following Brethren in Christ students are among
those who received recognition for their
fine accomplishment.
Dana M. Bicksler, junior, social work,
Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Philip K. Brubaker, senior, Christian
education, Arcanum, Ohio
Jacqueline S. Carr, freshman, elementary education, Middletown, Pa.
Wendy F. Cober, senior, elementary
education, Kitchener, Ontario, Canada
Evangelical Visitor

Sharon K. Cook, senior, English, Harrisburg, Pa.
Jacob Daniel, senior, engineering,
Lusaka, Zambia
Rebecca L. Ebersole, sophomore,
undeclared, Akron, Pa.
Mark H. Erb, senior, accounting, Manheim, Pa.
Jeffrey C. Erikson, senior, English,
Dillsburg, Pa.
Angela Faithe Heise, junior, mathematics, Harrisburg, Pa.
Virginia L. Heisey, freshman, history, Orrstown, Pa.
Jonathan Hilsher, senior, political science, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Erin A. Hoffman, junior, elementary
education, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Brenda R. Horst, junior, mathematics,
Manheim, Pa.

Qiscipleehip

Nancy L. Huber, senior, English,
Annville, Pa.
Carolyn B. Johns, freshman, accounting, Nappanee, Ind.
Paul A. Johns, sophomore, family
studies, Nappanee, Ind.
Steven R. Jungkeit, sophomore, undeclared, Middletown, Ohio
Richard Alexander Neff, senior,
French, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Douglas M. Oberholser, junior, psychology, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Krista E. Poe, Jr., biology pre-med,
Lancaster, Pa.
Jason E. Richwine, senior, mathematics, Carlisle, Pa.
Rhonda K. Shelly, sophomore, elementary education, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Dwayne A. Sollenberger, freshman,
Bible, Manheim, Pa.

Singing ensemble to perform
this summer
The summer music ministry team
New Light is available to sing in churches and youth campus during the summer
of 1994. Those interested in scheduling
the group should contact Deb Lucas,
associate director of admissions at Messiah College.
•

for the 21et Century

What kind of
people?
Part 6 of a series
Reconciliation is a term which many of us assign automatically to the theological, "spiritual" realm. And well we
might, for indeed, the work of our Lord on earth was to reconcile the world to God. What does the word mean?
We use it in other spheres of life. We reconcile our bank
statements. Employers each year reconcile their employees'
tax withheld and tax paid. We reconcile differences with one
another. In each usage, the concept is to have things right, in
proper balance, in proper relationship to each other. Such is
also the meaning when we consider reconciliation with God.
The need for reconciliation between persons is a growing
one in North American society. Witness the rising tide of
violence. Witness the large number of failed marriages. Witness the many strained relationships in our families, our
workplaces, and, yes, in our churches. We may be tempted to
say that what really matters is that we're rightly related to
God, and if things don't work out with people, it's not too
serious. Partly right, but we commonly excuse ourselves too
easily. Jesus plainly taught that going to reconcile a relationship with another person should take precedence over acts of
worship of God (Matt. 5:23-24). How many of us will present ourselves to our respective altars this coming Sunday
unqualified to present our worship to God because we have
neglected to attempt reconciliation with another person?
Too harsh an indictment, the reader may object. It is
heavy. But hear the further words of our Lord as he declares
that if we will not forgive the person who has wronged us,
March 1994

Melanie B. Starr, sophomore, mathematics, Manheim, Pa.
Julie M. Stone, senior, biology,
Williamsburg, Pa.
Wendell S. Witter, sophomore, engineering, Waynesboro, Pa.
Laura J. York, freshman, engineering,
Dillsburg, Pa.

neither will God forgive us our sins against him (Matt. 6:1415; 18:21-35). This being true, should we not give great care
and effort to keep our earthly relationships reconciled? This
challenge is especially great in a society given over to consumerism and materialism, in an economic system based on
competition. Perhaps competition has a healthy aspect, but
unless tempered by the greater values of discipleship of
Jesus, it will bring havoc to earthly relationships. The fightings among us, from personal squabbles to wars between
societies, are fundamentally generated from selfish desire for
power, wealth, and/or influence (James 4:1-3).
It is true that forgiveness by one does not always result in
reconciliation of a relationship (Romans 12:18). But it is a
necessary first step which a forgiving God expects of his
children (Matt. 5:44-45), and for which he enables them by
granting them new birth, thus allowing them to partake of his
nature.
In these times of burgeoning conflict at so many levels,
the church needs to present more practical teaching of techniques of conflict resolution. We could all be better disciples
with such training. Such study would be a highly "spiritual"
endeavor, and would yield large positive results for the individual and for the church. Every pastor should have such
training, and the more of the members who undertake it, the
better.
One source of such training, useful at the congregational
level, is Lombard Mennonite Peace Center, 528 E. Madison
St., Lombard IL 60148.

By Samuel M. Brubaker, for the Board for Brotherhood Concerns.
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ms/muB
Dear Paul,
About this time of year I always recall
what you said to the Corinthians in your
first letter. There you addressed the resurrection issue. In particular you were
concerned with the fact that some people
argued there would be no resurrection of
the dead. In the course of the argument
you made the point that Christ's resurrection is central to our religion. You
even described this as being "of first
importance," and then you mentioned all
the times when the Lord appeared and to
whom.
I suppose you think you resolved that
problem with that letter. Unfortunately
that isn't the case. Around here there are
many theories as to what happened that
weekend, and not all suggestions are ones
with which you and I feel comfortable.
Like Jesus' Jewish contemporaries, some
people still believe the disciples stole the
body and totally fabricated stories about
the resurrection. I find it difficult to
believe that fishermen could overcome
trained Roman soldiers and then steal the
body. Additionally, it's a little implausible that these same disciples would hazard travel in the ancient world to tell all
the nations about a lie. Moreover, they
were willing to die for the lie. I don't
believe so.
Others argue the emotionally distraught disciples "imagined" seeing the
risen Lord. I wonder if they also "imag-

ined" seeing the empty tomb with the
grave clothes lying there. Don't you think
they would eventually come to their senses and get on with life if, in fact, they
had only "imagined" the resurrection?
My favorite "alternative" resurrection
explanation is the "swoon" theory; Jesus
didn't really die on the cross. He merely
passed out or "swooned." In the tomb he
regained his strength, rolled away the
stone, left Jerusalem and moved to India,
or China, or some place like that. I refuse
to respond to that one!
Many local Christians become quite
irate upon hearing these suggestions. In
almost direct reaction to these ideas and
the post-Enlightenment world view
which gave rise to such theories, they
have come to insist on a genuine physical
resurrection of Jesus. Without that belief,
they argue, one is outside the faithful
fold. While I'm basically with the brothers and sisters on this matter, the truth is
that such a simplistic approach doesn't
quite match with the biblical witness.
Luke's Gospel highlights the problem
with the "believe in the physical bodily
resurrection or else" theory. As Luke tells
the story, while two men are walking to
Emmaus—quite disillusioned after Jesus'
death—the resurrected Lord drew near
and walked with them. On the way he
talked about the recent events and
explained the prophecies of the Scriptures. Upon arriving at Emmaus the Lord

Crime! Is there a Christian response?
May 12-13, 1994
Second Annual Restorative Justice Ministries Conference
Couldn't our retributive justice system be replaced with
a less costly, more effective restorative system?
Speakers: Dave Worth, Director MCC Ontario
Howard Zehr, author and Director MCC Office of Criminal Justice

Preconference Training Seminar - May 10-12
"How to start a church-based VORP"
Facilitated by Ron Claassen

Fee: $300; Conference only: $50
Center for Conflict Studies and Peacemaking
Fresno Pacific College, Fresno, Calif.
Call 1-800-VORP
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appeared to be going farther, but the men
invited him to stay with them. A meal
was prepared and prior to beginning the
meal Jesus blessed it. The Lord picked up
the loaf, broke it, prayed over it, and suddenly the men recognized him.
As far as the story goes, there is evidence for a physical resurrection. After
the resurrection he was able to walk, talk,
and handle objects just like any flesh and
blood being. Similar motifs from the
other Gospels support this. In Matthew's
version the women who came to anoint
his body for burial "clasped his feet"
when he appeared to them. In John's
book Jesus eats freshly caught and roasted fish, and he walks along the beach and
converses with Peter. Additionally, he
engages in a conversation with Mary after
she initially failed to recognize him, and
he tells Thomas to touch the wounds in
his hands, feet and side. If you take only
this material into account there can be no
question: it was a physical resurrection.
However, that's not the whole story.
Turning back to Luke we see there's
another element to the resurrection story.
Once Jesus blesses the bread he suddenly disappears. It sounds as though he vanished into thin air. I don't know many
humans who can do that! Moreover, after
the two men from Emmaus rush back to
Jerusalem to tell the other disciples, Jesus
miraculously appears in their gathered
midst. In Luke's own words they were
"startled and frightened, thinking they
saw a ghost." Jesus assured them he
wasn't merely a ghost, but he certainly
was able to do things which we associate
with non-living beings! Again the other
Gospels provide a similar witness.
Matthew says that as the women left the
garden Jesus "suddenly met" them.
(Admittedly this is vague...he may have
been a totally physical being hiding
behind an olive tree, yet that doesn't seem
right to me.) John tells us that Jesus twice
suddenly appeared in a room which had
bolted doors. Clearly these stories don't
describe a merely physical post-resurrection body. These witnesses, taken on their
own, might lead us to conclude that the
resurrection was a spiritual event.
Taken together these diverse factors
present a picture with which we aren't
accustomed to dealing, let alone understanding. How can a being be physical
and spiritual simultaneously? Purely
Evangelical Visitor

physical beings cannot appear and disappear at will; and similarly, totally spiritual figures can't pick up bread and eat fish.
And how exactly does a flesh and blood
human being acquire the ability to do
those things which we might associate
with ghost-like figures?
I think it goes back to the tomb sometime between Friday afternoon and Sunday morning. Do you recall Peter was
puzzled by what he saw in the empty
tomb? Luke tells us that Peter wondered
what had happened when he saw the
grave clothes lying by themselves. I
doubt that the strips of linen were unraveled, as though Jesus unwrapped himself.
Perhaps they were lying there as if the
body vanished from within. The fact is
that since we were not inside the tomb we
will never know what happened.
But is "knowing" the crucial issue?
Isn't the issue having faith and believing? Although we can't adequately
explain the post-resurrection body of
Jesus or how he came to possess that
body, still we are called to believe. Perhaps it may seem that I'm splitting hairs,
but "knowing" and "believing" aren't the
same. To me "knowing" carries with it an
element of incontrovertible evidence or
"proof," if you will. "Believing" involves
faith, and faith is "being sure of what we
hope for and certain of what we do not
see." It can't be proven. Either you believe or you don't.
That is why I prefer the Gospel of
Mark's ending. As you know, he finished
his Gospel at verse eight, and verses 9-20
were added later. If you stop reading at
verse eight there are no resurrection
appearances. There is no "proof as such.
Either you believe or you don't. But
that's a point he makes in the course of
telling Jesus' story. Throughout the Gospel Jesus does marvelous things and exhibits his power over all—even death.
Three times he predicts he'll be handed
over to his enemies, suffer, die and rise
from the dead. Mark narrates parts of the
threefold fulfilled prophecy and yet
leaves out one. Jesus is betrayed, he does
suffer and die. And yet Mark doesn't give
us "evidence" that Jesus is raised. That's
the "missing" element. Mark is smart. He
knows that his Gospel is written to people
who never saw the risen Lord. They
didn't have hard evidence upon which to
base their faith. They had to have faith in
place of evidence. And their faith would
sustain them in even the most difficult of
times. I suppose that's true for us too.
Until later, grace be with you,
Onesimus
March 1994
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Keaders RfespoHd
I am writing in response concerning a
church report which said they had a barn
dance. Then in a later issue a church held
a square dance. What has happened to
our Brethren in Christ teaching? We
never upheld dancing. Earlier I wrote
about a Euchre party being held. At those
dances did they sing gospel songs and
dance around praising the Lord? If so,
then perhaps it could be forgiven.
I remember we used to read accounts
in the Visitor of revival meetings and
reporting people being saved and how
the Lord's blessing fell. How thrilling it
was. Now we only get about a sentence of
activities in the church and mostly entertainment.
If people are going to have dances and

Focusing our Mission
continued from page 30

the people, the laity. Loyalty is the
honey/glue that makes it sweet if we
stick together. Without it the structure collapses whether it be large or
small.
Leaders—dynamic or
compassionate?
This should not be a question—
rather a statement. Leaders should be
both/and. Leaders called and ordained
by God must have a dynamic obedience to God's heavenly authority, but
leadership in earthly responsibilities
must be seasoned with compassion
and sensitivity. The balance between
authority and tenderness is often
marred by the misuse of personal
power. My plea to all of us is that
regardless of what level we function
in we must give more careful attention to the needs and concerns of our
followers. The compassion trait is
usually the weaker one.
The shepherd model described by
King David in Psalm 23 is an excellent example. All that the shepherd
does for the sheep is done in terms of
the needs of the sheep. The shepherd,
as leader, is first to identify the kind
of pasture and the condition of the
water that meets the needs of the

Euchre parties please do not report them
in the Visitor. God help our preachers to
lay sin bare again as they used to.
Martha Long
Dundas, Ont.
In the "Church News" section, we
don't "make the news," we simply report
it. And the careful reader will find reports
of evangelistic services, revival campaigns, and notes of persons finding the
Lord and joining the church. The fact that
we chronicle square dances, or births in
single-parent homes, or report a wedding
in one issue and a birth to the couple in
the next issue does not reflect editorial
approbation; we are sharing facts as they
are reported to us.—Ed.

flock. He is quick to detect an enemy
of the sheep. He acts as healer of the
wounds of the injured sheep.
Yes, kings and commanders can
lead armies of soldiers in dynamic,
forceful style against destructive
forces of evil. But those conditions
are usually only spasmodic and temporary. Servant leadership is a day in,
day out, year around responsibility.
Is Jesus a good model?
Yes. Time and space does not permit a long discourse here but consider
• He chose his disciples after many
days of observing the crowd and
a long night in prayer to his higher authority—and he scored 11
out of 12 in the end.
• His lifestyle of service was one of
"compassion on the multitudes."
• He led because the multitudes
chose to follow him. He knew
why he came and where he was
going.
• He equipped his close followers
to be leaders of others.
• In the end he asked his Father to
forgive those who returned evil
for good.
May these thoughts help us to
develop leaders who will attract followers, and in turn develop new leaders.
•
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Leaders
developing
leaders
by H. Frank Kipe

We are the product of our past,
both by heredity and environment.
We have been designed, shaped and
molded by all that has happened to
us. God, according to his divine purpose, calls some to be leaders, and
others to be followers. All followers
have someone to lead and all leaders
have some to follow. We all must find
our place.
Six years ago, as our denomination sought to renew the focus of our
mission, we decided to "target leadership for growth." To give perspective to that focus, our General Church
Leaders designed a plan to have each
regional conference and congregation
develop specific growth goals and
priorities, and then strategies to
accomplish our goals. This five year
plan seems to be succeeding with
about a 75 percent score. Where does
leadership come in? And is it working
at all levels of our structure?
In the past three or four decades
scores, yes hundreds, of books and
magazine articles have crossed our
desks about "leadership." We're all
reading them—so why yet another
column? You have noticed, as I have,
that much of what we read are quotes
that others have written. Example:
I'm just now completing a book
where in chapter one of 10 pages the
writer quotes 11 other authors. In
chapter two, also of 10 pages, he
quotes 18 authors. In chapter three of
8 pages, he quotes 12 different
authors. On it goes. Is there anything
new to be said? Or do we just keep on
doing research, quoting others and
giving it new titles?
Now "physician, heal thyself," I
can't. I'm guilty like the rest. But let
me share with you, from my perspective, how we, especially /, might be a
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better leader of other leaders by being
alert to some biblical truth about leadership.
Leaders need followers/
followers need leaders

Who are these leaders we targeted
six years ago? Primarily they were
the pastors of some 230 congregations in our North American denomination. Without the pastors the people would scatter. Without the people
the pastors could not lead. So we
asked ourselves, what must we do and
be to equip that next level of leadership to be the best they can be? A lot
of what we proposed was already
working in many places and in varied
circumstances, but we put strong
emphasis on the following:
• Read—Read—Read
• Attend seminars, conferences and
workshops.
• Design growth strategy.
• Set growth goals with follower
ownership.
• Evaluate progress.
• Learn from others what is working and what isn't.
• Develop personal goals and be
held accountable in reaching
them.
We commend this kind of thinking and vision. We've experienced a
measure of success. Let's keep it up,
remembering that each goal reached
should represent eternal life for someone.
Followers should know their
leaders and vice-versa

New and refined denominational
structures have been in the forefront
of our focus for more than two bienniums now. We have built a tower of
people above the followers, showing
lines of accountability, responsibility
and amenability. Some lines are solid
and some are dotted. A question we
may need to ask is: Are we putting so
much distance between leadership
and followership that it results in
them not knowing each other? New
proposals are addressing that issue. I

like the uncomplicated statement of
Jesus in John 10:14 where he says, "I
am the good shepherd; I know my
sheep and my sheep know me."
Followers should help
choose their leaders

This one is a bit tricky, because in
the Bible it appears that God chose
leaders and set them up and sent them
forth. My point is, I believe God will
continue to choose, equip and assign
leaders. Our role as leaders under
God should be to help identify them,
grow them and introduce them to followers who need guidance. We then
acknowledge that for the most part
followers will choose whom they are
prepared to follow.
It seems to me that we need to
avoid the temptation to feel that when
we are strong, we have the edge on
complete wisdom. Let's develop a
greater degree of interdependence.
Leaders/followers—
a loyalty relationship

Jesus began his earthly public ministry at approximately 30 years of age.
Throughout his remaining three and a
half years of service to people, he
stuck to his original commission to
do his Father's will.
When a centurion (leader of a hundred) asked Jesus to come heal his
servant, Jesus acknowledged his
unworthiness to be honored by saying
that he too was under a higher authority.
In our structures, from lay-member to moderator, we are members
one of another, and thus, under
authority. And the moderator is subject to General Conference which is
continued on page 29
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Jubilee!!
Hallelujah! The first quarter is finished!
Why the jubilation, you ask?
The first quarter of the new Sunday school curriculum,
Jubilee: God's Good News, is finally in print. Several
years of work by Development Council members, writers,
editors, designers, and production people have resulted
in the first printed pieces of a new curriculum. And like
any good parent, I think the baby is wonderful! (How's
that for an objective evaluation?)
You see, I have the privilege of wearing several hats.
In addition to being responsible for the monthly Evangelical Visitor, I have the opportunity to help create books and
curriculum, including Jubilee. In fact, we at Evangel Publishing House are responsible for the editing, design, and
printing of the entire Junior Youth level (grades 6, 7, and
8). The materials for Early Childhood through Grade 5,
plus summer materials, are the responsibility of three other
publishing houses. Together the four groups form the
Jubilee Publishing Council.
Having taught a Junior High Sunday school class, and
knowing that this is an age when children sometimes drift
away from church, I have been very concerned that the
Jubilee Junior Youth material be attractive and speak to
junior high needs. Based on the results of field-testing in
several congregations, the material appears to be both
teachable and interesting.
During mid-1993, the editorial department was working overtime to make sure that the author's teaching plans
would work, editing the text to fit the allotted space, double-checking all Bible references, circulating the manuscript to other editors and reviewers for comment, revising
the manuscript based on feedback from other denominational reviewers, working with an artist...the process
seemed endless. Then, when manuscripts were ready, they
were turned over to the design and production staff here at
Evangel Press. The past several months have been a real
pressure-cooker, as we designed and printed the teacher's guide, the full-color student leaflets, and the posters
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and maps for the resource box. The deadline drew ominously near: materials were to be in the hands of the various publishing partners by early February, so that training
events and promotional tours could begin. Thanks to a
hard-working production team, we were able to provide
initial quantities in time for the first training session.
Everyone who has seen the new Jubilee curriculum
has been unanimous in their praise for it as being "firstclass." Jubilee emphasizes the Bible story, is invitational
in nature, and is attuned to Brethren in Christ theology.
One of the editors, asked to staff a curriculum booth next
to the display of a well-known Sunday school curriculum
"giant," reported that people gave great reviews to Jubilee
when comparing it to the other curriculum.
In addition to the Junior High material, we were also
responsible for developing and printing a unique time line
which can be used by any Sunday school class (whether
using the Jubilee material or another curriculum). Created by artist Kristine Westbeld, a member of the Ashland
(Ohio) Brethren in Christ Church, the full-color time line,
"Celebrating the Everlasting Love of God," is nearly 6 feet
long, and spans all of human history—from creation to the
end of time. Over 100 separate scenes represent events and
persons in the Bible and throughout church history. In
fact, if you look closely, you can see the founders of the
Brethren in Christ Church baptizing each other in a Pennsylvania stream, and Rhoda Lee delivering the paper to a
Kansas General Conference which helped to start the
Brethren in Christ overseas missions effort.
The first quarter of Jubilee is now in the hands of
several regional representatives, who will be making contacts with Brethren in Christ congregations. Materials will
be available for review at regional conferences, as well as
being introduced at General Conference.
Meanwhile, for the staff at Evangel Press, we are hard
at work on the next quarter—the deadlines are just a few
months away!
G
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POZZ.LE ?
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A SERMON TITLE THAT WONT
KEEP tfY CON ST ITOENTS .
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The Key to Life in the Spirit
We believe that God's grace provides for
more than forgiveness of sin. As the Spirit
works in the life of the believer, he or she
is led forward to sanctification by a full
surrender and commitment of the motives
and will to Christ. This results in freedom
from the control of sin and in empowerment
to live the holy life. The Holy Spirit fills
persons yielded to God and equips them
for effective witness and service.
Sanctification is also an ongoing journey of
yielding to God and growing in grace. The
quality of the surrendered life corresponds
to the believer's responsiveness to the Holy
Spirit and obedience to the Word of God.
The Spirit-filled life results in a sensitivity to
the Holy Spirit, inner strength in times of
temptation, godly living, and wholehearted
service to the Lord. The Holy Spirit produces
virtuous character—love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. These virtues
characterize the believer's walk in the Spirit.

The Spirit-filled life
results in a sensitivity
to the Holy Spirit,
inner strength in times
of temptation, godly living,
and wholehearted service to the Lord.
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